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SEEKING REFUGE IN ALLAH 
FROM HELL 


(1) Abdur Rahman ibn Abu Layla? narrated on the 
authority of his father that Allah's Messenger # mentioned 
Hell in a salah that was not fard (meaning it was optional 
salah). Then he said: 5! J»¥ ps ju) pay ys 0 "Seek refuge in Allah — 
from Hell. Woe is to the denizens of Hell." 

(2) Abdur Rahman ibn Yazid* reported that ibn Umar « 
narrated: I heard Allah's Messenger 8 say, "Do not fo Z ° 
great things." We submitted, "What are those gr 
He said, "Paradise and Hell." Then he said whate 
say and then he wept so much that tears rolle 
sides of his beard. He said, "By Him in W 
hammad's life! If you learn of the Hereafter 
then you will walk in the open field and 
heads." od 
(3) Abdul A'la® narrated: If a people 
not mention Paradise and Hell then the : 
have been neglectful of two great things." 
5/88). ‘ose Tia alien 
(4) Abdul A'la narrated: Paradise a 
exhorted to listen to what the sons of Aada h 
a man prays, "I seek refuge in Allah from Hell," then Par 
says, "O Allah send him there." (Ibid ie 

(5) Kulayb ibn Hazn al-Tarmi #7 


j 
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senger #& said, "He who flees from Hell does not sleep and he 

who seeks Paradise does not sleep. hence, seek Paradise 

according to your ability and flee from Hell to the best of your 
ability."$ 

1. He was al-Ansari, al-Madani, al-Kufi. He was trustworthy. It is disputed 
if he met Umar s. He died in 83 A.H. (Taqrib al-Tahzib 349.) 

2. He was a prominent sahabi. His kunyah was Abu Layla. He was an ansar. 
There is a difference of opinion on his name. He participated in the Battle 
of Uhud and thereafter. Finally, he emigrated to Kufah. He was martyred 
in the Battle of Siffin. (Tahzibul Kamal 24/ 238). 

3. Al-Mu'jam al-Kabir, Tabarani, (7/92-93) reports ibn Abu Layla as 
narrating that he passed by the Prophet & when he was offering 
supererogatory salah. When he recited a verse mentioning Hell, he said, 
"Woe to the dwellers of Hell. I seek refuge in Allah from the torment of 

Hell." Musannaf ibn Abu Shaybah (2/210) has similar words except that 
~ he offered salah by the side of the Prophet # when this happened. The 
‘same book (185/) has a Hadith narrated by Zayd ibn Thabit .# that the 
Prophet # said, "Seek refuge in Allah from the torment of Hell." He 
repeated it thrice. Muslim has the narrative of Zayd : The Prophet &# 
turned his face towards us and said, "Seek refuge in Allah from the chas- 
tisement of Hell." The sahabah % said, "We seek refuge in Allah from the 
chastisement of Hell." (Muslim gi 160-161, Abu Dawud 4751, Musnad 
Ahmad 5/190). 

4. He was al-Yamani and his kunyali ovals Muhammad as-San'ani. He 
was a story-teller. Ibn Hibban has rated him as trustworthy. Ibn Hajar 
_said that he was truthful. (Taqrib at-Tahzib 353, Tahzib al-Kamal 8/16). 

5. Imam Mundhiri has narrated this Hadith in similar words in at-Targhib 
wa at-Tarhib 4/457. Abu Ya'la also reported it, as did Musannaf in 
Ar-Rigah wa al-Baka 102, Bukhari in at-Tarikh al-Kabir from ibn Umar -# 
only, "Do not forget two great things, Paradise and Hell." He also 
reported that Abu Zarr 4» narrated: The Prophet & said, "I see what you 
do not and hear what you do not. The heaven squeaks and it must 
squeak because there is not space therein even as much as four fingers 
where an angel has not placed his forehead in prostration. By Allah, if 
you know that which I know then you will laugh little and weep much 
and not enjoy your wives on the bed. You will come out in the open 
fields beseeching Allah. I wished that I was a tree that would have been 
chopped." Tirmizi reported that Ahadith are narrated in this chapter also 
by Abu Hurayrah 4%, Sayyidah Ayshah y+4li,»,, ibn Abbas 4 and Anas 

2. A version quotes Abu Zarr, "I wished that I was a tree and chopped 
off." (Tirmizi 2312, Ibn Majah, Kitabul Hizn wal-Baka' 2/1402.) 

6. He was Abdul A'la Taymi. Abu Nua'ym said that he was humble, given 

to weep, his innerself was humility all over and outer was ‘all ears' and 

his eyes had tears. He said, "If a man's knowledge does not make him 
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weep then that is of no benefit because Allah describes the scholars as: jh 
Yipds &) 425 6 is on appa yi 6 ais S egaé eo 11 ld eal 1p4 N Spl 
BAS his is 554 i550 5 845449 (surah Imran, 17:107-109 — Hilyatul Awliya' 
5/87.) 
This is how his name is given, but it could be Kulayb ibn Jari as men- 
tioned in Lisanul Mizan 5/312. However, in his al-Mu'jam al-Kabir, 
Tabarani has given it, as we have. But I could not find out about his life. 
Tabarani has reported these words in Al-Mu'jam al-Kabir: "O people seek 
Paradise by the best of your ability and flee from Hell to the best of your 
ability, because the seeker of Paradise sleeps not and he who flees from 
Hell also does not sleep. However, today the Hereafter is covered with 
disliked things while the world is encased in desires." Majma' az-Zawa'id 
(10/233) has stated that Tabarani has mentioned it in both al-Kabir and 
al-Awsat with brevity. Anas narrated: Allah's Messenger & said, "I 
have not seen anything like Paradise whose aspirant sleeps and not seen 
anything like Hell the runner away from which sleeps." Tabarani in 
Awsat, Tirmizi 2601 from Abu Hurayrah—Hilyatul Awliya' (8/178) al- 


Ulalat Mutanahiyah (2/336) 


GATES OF HELL 


Rou iea'eed Khudri 47 narrated that the Prophet #& 
whe area of Hell has four walls. The thickness of each 
ance of forty years." 
dina Ali @ narrated: The gates of Hell are some 
others. " The sub-narrator Abu Shihab gestured 
gers how they overlapped one another.? 
aj’ reported that ibn Jurayj ai >, narrated: Allah 
sip tas i [It has seven gates.] (15:44) He said that they 
hann nam, Lazza, al-Hutamah, as-Sa'ir, Sagar, al-Jahim which 
pu Jahl, and al-Hawiyah. 2 
Ye zid ibn Abu Maalik al-Hamdani #° narrate d: 
s for Hell the fire of seven kinds that burns. Eact 
e under it lest it devour it. 
idam #7 reported having heard from Ikrimah 
is of Allah's words: +'}! ix Wi [It has seven § 
as seven grades.” 
a'eed #19 reported that Qatadah™ expla 
words: pnt 33+ «4 4 JN [To each gate is @ da 
on © ‘ them.] (15:44)He said, "By Allah, it m 1eans there 
@s according to deeds of the people. ug 


Twas Sa'd ibn Maalik and kunyah was Abu Saeed al-Khudri. Hi 
at rank saliabi. 
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(Tirmizi 2584, Az-Zuhd 316, Mustadrak Haakim 4/200-201, Musnad 
Ahmad 3/29, Musnad Abu Ya'la 2/526.) 

3. Some words are missing here. (Tafsir Ibn Kathir 2/551. Az-Zuhd p89. Ibn 
Jarir, Ibn Rajab.) 

4. He was Hajjaj ibn Muhammad ala says! Al-A'war. His kunyah was Abu 
Muhammad. 

5. Ibn kathir has mentioned it in his Tafsir (2/552) according to the 
narration of Ibn Jurayj , Ibn Abbas < and al-A'mash -. Some of these 
names (of gates) are descriptions of Hell and some are its very names. 
Qurtubi said about these names that they are not mentioned in any saliil: 
Hadith. (At-Tazkirah fi Ahwal al-Mawta, p416). 

6. He was Yazid ibn Abdur Rahman ibn Abu Maalik. His name was Hani 
al-Hamdani al-Amshagqi. He was a jurist and a ju ae of Damascus. 
Hisham made him a governor. Umar ibn Abdul Aziz i») sent him to 
villages to teach religion. He died in 130 A.H., and was buried in 
Damascus. (Tahzib al-Kamal 32/189.) 

7. He was Jahdam ibn Abdullah ibn Abu at-Tufayl al-Qaysi dia. 

8 He was Ikrimah ibn Abdullah al-Barbari, al-Madani. He was the 
freedman of ibn Abbas -%. He was among the renowned and respected 
men. He travelled much and even the nobles and chiefs gave him respect. 
He acquired knowledge for forty years and died in 107 A.H. (al-Ibr 
100/1). 

9. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 2/552. Tafsir Tabari (Jami'ul naran) 14/25, At-Takhwif 
min an-Naar p69. 

10. He was Mahran al-Adawi. His kunyah was Abu an-Nadr al-Basari and 
was well-known as Sa'id ibn Abu Arubah. 

11. His kunyah was Abu al-Khattab. His name was Qatadah ibn Di' amah 
as-Sadwii ali). He was a Hafiz and a scholar of Basrah. Ibn Sirin ai uns, 
said about him that he possessed best memory of all people. He was an 
exegette and an expert on different views of the scholars (meaning 
different schools of thought). He died in 117 A.H., (al-Ibr, 1/112). 

12. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 2/442. 


THE EXPANSE OF HELL 


bu Musa al-Ash'ari #1 narrated that Allah's 

& said, "If a stone is dropped in Hell then it will 

ears before it reaches its depth. 2 

‘Hazim? 40: .-, reported on the authority of Abu 
fe said, "We were with the Prophet & when we 
g fall down. He asked us if we knew what that 
n we said that only Allah and His Messenger i 


a depth (even in this ee nG 


Breafter the Prophet # never laughee b 
LA aa 
6) E Sco reported that Anas -# narrated: The 

ound and asked, "What is it, Jibril?" He s 
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and had made it to the bottom.§ 

(17) Luqman ibn Aamir iu, reported from Abu 
Umamah Sudayy ibn Ajlan al-Bahili? that when he visited 
him, he served him grape juice and narrated: The Prophet & 
said, "If a stone the size of ten ten-month pregnant camels is 
dropped from the edge of Hell then it will not reach the 
bottom even in seventy years but afterwards it will reach ¢ 
(ghayi) and pv (atham)." He asked about ghayi and atham and 
the Prophet # said, "They are two wells in which puss of the 
inmates of Hell flows." They are what Allah has mentioned in 
His Book: 


ott 554k S525 
[So they will soon encounter perdition.] (19:59) 

(in which the sense is conveyed).1° 

(18) Mujahid?" reported that ibn Abbas # asked, "Do 
you know about the expanse of Hell?" He said, "No," so he 
said, "Yes, by Allah, you do not know. The distance between 
their ear-lobe and shoulder is seventy years' travel and blood 
and puss flow therein." He asked, "Are they rivers?" He said, 
"No, valleys." Then he narrated: Ayshah y+ rity =”) Narrated to 
me this Hadith that when she asked the Erephet &% about the 
verse (39:67) 


D5 de aes don gents dig tig4 cB pf ea eas 55; 
0958 phe 
"Where will people be on that day, O Messenger of Allah?" He 
said, "On the bridge of Hell."12 
(19) Salman? recited the verse (22:22): 
Olgehjhcel ge So Gea Nt io Gf 15515) CS 
and said, "The fire of Hell is dark black. Its sparks also have 
no light nor do its embers."24 
(20) Abu Asma ar-Rajil® AD dary reported that the 
freedman of the Prophet #, Thawban?® # narrated: Allah's 
Messenger # said, "The grinder of the disbeliever will be like 
Mount Uhud, his thigh like Wariqan (which the narrator Abu 


fell— A Descriptive Account 13 


Asmah paid is a mountain) and his hide will be forty cubits 
ick."2 
(21) Abu Hurayrah # narrated: Allah's Messenger &% 
said, "A disbeliever's grinder"—or he said, "canine tooth will 
be like Mount Uhud and the thickness of his hide will be like 
a distance of three (days)."28 
_____ (22) Abu Sa'eed Khudri - narrated: Allah's Messenger 
a said, "The seat of the disbeliever in Hell is like three days' 
- journey and each of his molar teeth is like Mount Uhud and 
his thigh is like Mount Warigan and his skin is forty cubits 
“thick. 019 
(23) Mujahid reported that ibn Abbas - narrated, "The 
rcler of the disbeliever will be like Jabalah. Do you know 
what it is?" When he said that he did not know, ibn Abbas 
said, "A mountain in Yemen. Have you seen the Uhud?" He 
said, "Yes." He said, "It is like it. Surely, his puss and blood 
will flow from it and valleys will run from that. And his hand 
will be tied to his neck forever." 
(24) Zarr en Habsh al- Asadi dur, reported tha 


f 


dark and black.”° . 
(25) Zakariya ibn Abu Maryam al-Khaza'i aia 


The freedman of Abdur Rahman ibn Khalid ibn Ve 
"O Abu Umamah, is there anything under it?" He 
ghayi and atham u(the two wells)."22 a 
(26) Zuhri*> reported that Mu'az ibn jabale ts 
that the Prophet & said, "By Him Who has Muha 
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young is thrown from the edge then it will not reach the 
bottom before seventy years."*4 

(27) Hasan?> «liu-, reported that the Prophet & said 
about the verse (70:4): 


Obs A StF Hidde SIS pi Cd 

They will be very grieved and remorseful on the Day of 

Resurrection. Their faces will be black and eyes blue. Their 

hearts will rise up to their throats. They will shed tears and 

then tears of blood so much that if ships laden with weight are 

put into them, they would sail. They will be so big that an 

excellent rider will cover the distance in three days and 

nights. The canine teeth of each of them will be like a big 

mountain and their back will be like a pass. Their hands will 

be tied to their necks. They will be dragged on their foreheads 

by their feet. Their faces and backs will be struck with iron 
maces and they will be taken to Hell. He (the disbeliever) will 
say to the angel, "Have mercy on me." The angel will ask, 
"Why should I show mercy to you while the Most Merciful 
has not been merciful to you?" The food, drink and the fetters 
of Hell are being heated from day one (and will be) till the 
Last Day; neither will its heat subside nor its burning power. 
If a chain of Hell were placed on a mountain of the world then 
the mountain will burn down to ashes. And if Allah's punish- 
ment were sent to the mountain range that is five hundred 
years long then it will melt. The food of the inmates of Hell 
will be fire and they will be given sandals of fire to wear and 
their socks will be of fire. They will have a long-lasting 
punishment on their bodies in the form of food, melting and 
breaking. The body will be one that will not die. They will be 
in fetters till ever. The fire will devour them, their souls will 
shriek in their throats and raise a commotion, pleading regret. 
Hell will devour seventy thousand skins from them every 
day. "We seek refuge in Allah from Hell."76 


1. Abu Musa was his kunyah and his name was Abdullah ibn Qays al- 


Ash‘ary. He died in 50 AH. 
2. Ibn Hibban hoes Daylami 5115, Matalib al-Aaliyah 4666. 
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3. He was Salman and his kunyah was Abu Hazim al-Ashja'i al-Kufi. He 
was trustworthy. He live for about a hundred years. Taqrib at-Tahzib 
244 

4. Mustim 8/150. Ibn Hibban 7426, Musnad Ahmad 2/371. 

5. He was Yazid ibn Aban ar-Ragashi. His kunyah was Abu Umar al-Basri. 
He was a story-teller, sufi and a weak man. He died before 120 A.H. 
Taqrib at-Tahzib 599. 

6. Musnad Abu Ya'la 1348. Majma' az-Zawa'id. 

7. At-Takhwif min an-Naar p40, Tabarani in Awsat, Majma' az-Zawa'id 
1/393. 

8. Also narrated in similar words by Abu Hurayrah 4. 

9. He died in 86 A.H. 


* 10. Tabari reported it in similar words. Ibn Kathir said that it is weak (Tafsir 


3/381, Ibn Rajab also said that it is of weak sanad (Takhwif min an-Naar 
p74). See Majma' az-Zawa'id 1/393, Kanzul Ummal 14/524. 

11. His name was Mujahid ibn Jabar Makki. His kunyah was Abul Hajjaj. He 
was trustworthy. He was an excellent exegette and scholar. He died in 
101 A.H. (Taqrb at-Tahzib 520). 

12. Az-Zuhd of Ibn Mubarak p85, Tirmizi 3241. Hilyah 8/183, Mustadrak 
4/436. 

13. He was al-Farsi and died in 34 A.H. 

14. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 3/213. Takhwif min an-Naar 91-92. 

15. His kunyah was Abu Asma ar-Raji and name Amr ibn Marthad Damishgi. 
Some say that his name was Abdullah. He was trustworthy. He died in 
the era of Abdul Maalik. Taqrib at-Tahzib 426. 

16. He was Thawban al-Hashmi of Hams. He died in 54 A.H. 

17. Actually, it is Warqan, but Yaqut Hamawi said that the 
Warigqan. It is on the road between Madinah and Mé 
__ mountain (Mu'jam Buldan 5/372). The narrators of this | 
~~ trustworthy. Though Abu Ismah is censured, Yahya ibn VN 
he was not wrong. Nasa'i agreed with him. Tahzibul Kar 

18. Muslim (Kitabul Jannah) Musnad Ahmad 2/328, 334. 
Nawawi said that this will happen to make the punis 

19. Musnad Ahmad 3/29, Abu Ya'la 2/523, Mustadrak F aah an 

20. Takhwif p91. Tirmizi 2591. Targhib wa at-Tahzib 18. _ 

21. His name was Sudayy ibn Ajlan e. 

22. Kitab uz-Zuhd, Ibn Mubarak 302. 

23. His kunyah was Abu Bakr and name was Muhammad 


24. Az-Zuhd 301, Majma' az-Zawa'id 10/393. Targhib wa at-Tarhib, Munziri 


25. His kunyah was Abu Sa'eed and his name was Hasan il 
was trustworthy. He was a jurist, and a well-known schol! 
110 A.H. (Taqrib at-Tahzib, 160). i 

26. Part of this Hadith is in Kitabul Ahwal 127. The initi 
Majah from Anas @, 3424; Targhib wa Tarhib, 
10/294, Takhwif min an-Naar p164 have other ve 
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young is thrown from the edge then it will not reach the 
bottom before seventy years."*4 

(27) Hasan?° ali ary reported that the Prophet & said 
about the verse (70:4): 


Odes BN Gn tF SNe GF 0's 

They will be very grieved and remorseful on the Day of 

Resurrection. Their faces will be black and eyes blue. Their 

hearts will rise up to their throats. They will shed tears and 

then tears of blood so much that if ships laden with weight are 

put into them, they would sail. They will be so big that an 

excellent rider will cover the distance in three days and 

nights. The canine teeth of each of them will be like a big 

mountain and their back will be like a pass. Their hands will 

be tied to their necks. They will be dragged on their foreheads 
by their feet. Their faces and backs will be struck with iron 
maces and they will be taken to Hell. He (the disbeliever) will 
say to the angel, "Have mercy on me." The angel will ask, 
"Why should I show mercy to you while the Most Merciful 
has not been merciful to you?" The food, drink and the fetters 
of Hell are being heated from day one (and will be) till the 
Last Day; neither will its heat subside nor its burning power. 
If a chain of Hell were placed on a mountain of the world then 
the mountain will burn down to ashes. And if Allah's punish- 
ment were sent to the mountain range that is five hundred 
years long then it will melt. The food of the inmates of Hell 
will be fire and they will be given sandals of fire to wear and 
their socks will be of fire. They will have a long-lasting 
punishment on their bodies in the form of food, melting and 
breaking. The body will be one that will not die. They will be 
in fetters till ever. The fire will devour them, their souls will 
shriek in their throats and raise a commotion, pleading regret. 
Hell will devour seventy thousand skins from them every 
day. "We seek refuge in Allah from Hell."26 


1, Abu Musa was his kunyah and his name was Abdullah ibn Qays al- 


Ashiary. He died in 50 AH. 
2. Ibn Hibban 7425, Daylami‘ 5115, Matalib al-Aaliyah 4666. 
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3. He was Salman and his kunyah was Abu Hazim al-Ashja'i al-Kufi. He 
was trustworthy. He live for about a hundred years. Taqrib at-Tahzib 
244 

Musiim 8/150. Ibn Hibban 7426, Musnad Ahmad 2/371. 

He was Yazid ibn Aban ar-Ragashi. His kunyalh was Abu Umar al-Basri. 

He was a story-teller, sufi and a weak man. He died before 120 A.H. 

Taqrib at-Tahzib 599. 

6. Musnad Abu Ya'la 1348. Majma' az-Zawa'id. 

7. At-Takhwif min an-Naar p40, Tabarani in Awsat, Majma' az-Zawa'id 

1/393. 

Also narrated in similar words by Abu Hurayrah 4. 

He died in 86 A.H. 

0. Tabari reported it in similar words. Ibn Kathir said that it is weak (Tafsir 
3/381, Ibn Rajab also said that it is of weak sanad (Takhwif min an-Naar 
p74). See Majma' az-Zawa'id 1/393, Kanzul Ummal 14/524. 

11. His name was Mujahid ibn Jabar Makki. His kunyalt was Abul Hajjaj. He 
was trustworthy. He was an excellent exegette and scholar. He died in 
101 A.H. (Taqrb at-Tahzib 520). 

12. Az-Zuhd of Ibn Mubarak p85, Tirmizi 3241. Hilyah 8/183, Mustadrak 
4/436. 

13. He was al-Farsi and died in 34 A.H. 

14. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 3/213. Takhwif min an-Naar 91-92. 


a 


15. His kunyah was Abu Asma ar-Raji and name Amr ibn Marthad Damishqi. bi 


Some say that his name was Abdullah. He was trustworthy. He died ir n 
the era of Abdul Maalik. Taqrib at-Tahzib 426. 
16. He was Thawban al-Hashmi of Hams. He died in 54 A.H. 
17. Actually, it is Warqan, but Yaqut Hamawi said that the 
Warigqan. It is on the road between Madinah and Ma 
___ mountain (Mu'jam Buldan 5/372). The narrators of this H 


he was not wrong. Nasa'i agreed with him. Tahzibul Kam 
18. Muslim (Kitabul Jannah) Musnad Ahmad 2/328, 334. N 
Nawawi said that this will happen to make the punis 


20. Takhwif p91. Tirmizi 2591. Targhib wa at:Tahzib 18. 
21. His name was Sudayy ibn Ajlan 4. 
22. Kitab uz-Zuhd, Ibn Mubarak 302. 

23. His kinyah was Abu Bakr and name was M 


24. Az-Zuhd 301, Majma' az-Zawa'id 10/393. Targhib 
47. 

25. His kunyah was Abu Sa'eed and his name was Has 
was trustworthy. He was a jurist, and a well-kr 
110 A.H. (Taqrib at-Tahzib, 160). . 

26. Part of this Hadith is in Kitebul Ahwal 127, ° T 


4 i 


MOUNTAINS 
AND VALLEYS OF HELL 


(28) Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri narrated that the Prophet 2 
said about the verse (74:17) \3j.~ dis a that the word '54+~ 
(sa'uda) refers to a mountain of Hell. ' 

(29) He also narrated that the Prophet # said that »44 
(as-sa'ud) is a mountain in Hell which the disbelieve 


years.” 
(30) He also narrated: >< (as-sa' ud is 

When the inmates of Hell put their hands 
When they try to pick it uP, it will reg al 


the verses (90:13-14) say:? a 
ot ans 53 es Chath fic 


(31) He also narrated that the I 
(wa'il) is a valley in Hell. The disbelie, v 
for forty years before reaching its depths 

(32) Ata ibn Vena alnas3"sai thai 


of its heat.® we 
(33) Abu Iyad7 nt a>) said — vi 
the rootsof Hell® = pe: 4% 


eon asi ee oth 
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valleys of Hell seek refuge in Allah from its heat." 
(35) Muhammad ibn Wasi'?® aii 4», reported that he met 
Bilal ibn Abu Burdah?? ai) w-, and said to him, "O Bilal, your 
father narrated to me this Hadith on the authority of his father: 
[There is a valley in Hell called Habhab (+). Allah will place 
in it every rebel.] So, O Bilal, save yourself from it lest you be 
one of its inmates."12 
(36) Muhammad ibn Wasi' also said that he told Bilal that 
there is a well in Hell called ojJic~ (Well of Grief). The 
arrogant will be seized and caged in chests of fire and thrown 
into this well. Then Hell will be made to cover them. Bilal 
began to weep.25 
(37) Shafi' ibn Mati' al-Asbahi!* ali aur) reported that there 
is a mountain called Sa'ud (2) in Hell. The infidel will be 
made to ascend it for forty years. Before he ascends it, Allah 
said 1325 din (74:17). There is a place in Hell called wy (hawa). 
The infidel will be thrown down from above it. He will fall 
down in Hell for forty years before coming down to the 
bottom. Allah said: ws i (at ole Jind 543 (20:81). There is surely 
a valley in Hell called Ghayi (4) in which blood and puss flow, 
and it is for one who is created for it. Allah says: & $4i 455 
(19:59). And there is a valley in Hell, Atham (e) where snakes 
and scorpions are found, each of their mouths carries poison 
equal to seventy vessels. The scorpions are like pack saddles 
and mules. When they sting anyone, he will not forget the 
pain together with the heat of Hell. That is for one who is 
created for it. There are seventy illnesses in Hell, each like a 
portion of Hell.1> 
(38) Abdullah ibn Mas'ud 4 explained Allah's words 
(19:59): 55 35-J, saying that 4 (Ghayi) valley in Hell in 
which those people will be flung who go after desires. ae 
(39) Sa'eed ibn Jubayr Ali aor, espns po IL asl ins 
(67:11) that there is a valley called 4 (Suhq) in Hell.17 
(40) Ka'b148 aii u-, reported that jw (al-Falaq) (113:1) is a 
house in Hell. When it will be opened, every inmate of Hell 
will shriek (because of its severe heat).1? - 
(41) Suddi”° said that al-Falaq means the well of Hell.?4 
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(42) Abdullah ibn Amr «# reported that there is in Hell a 
prison whose floor is also made of fire and ceiling also fire. Its 
walls are also of fire. When they are admitted to it, fire will be 
inserted in their mouths. The most mischievous will be sent to 
ite 

(43) Abu Imran al-Jawyi?® said about the verse (17:8) hes 
rar isi 4+ that it refers to the prison.24 

(44) Amr ibn Abasah? said that al-Falaq is a house in 
Hell. When Hell is flared up, it will be from this (house). 
Indeed, Hell is hurt by it in the same way as man is hurt by 
Hell.7© 

(45) Ata ibn Yasar reported that there are seventy thou- 
sand valleys in Hell, each_having seventy thousand paths, 
-each has seventy thousand holes and in each of those is a 
snake that will eat the faces of the inmates of Hell.?7 

(46) Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-Aas - narrated that Allah's 
Messenger i said, "The arrogant will be raised on the Day of 


driven to a prison in Hell called Bulas (4 i { 
flames of fire will rise. They will be made to dr 


be people in Hell who will be ane nd to \ 
wheels will take them around a nd 


lapse. 032 ca 
49) Yazid ibn Abdur Rahman a on. Al 
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Sh SILI SUN AS shag Nin S55 BL LS ES (SS 8 si 
2 (Fy ogi pai 
(50) Abu Yasar aii n>, said, "The canopy of Hell has 
seventy angels, each having a kind of punishment that is not 
found in the other.'"*4 
(51) Salih ibn Hayyi®> «li a», reported that Ja) (al-ghull) 
refers to that hand which will be tied to the neck and «isi (as- 
-safad) means both hands that will be tied to the neck.9® 
(52) A'mash reported that in Allah's words (14:49): 3 323 
3tio%i the word (aia!) as-safad means fetters.>7 
(53) Harun i>, said that a man asked ibn Mas'ud -# to 
describe to him Hell. He said, "If you were to see it then your 
heart will (tremble and) move from its place." 


1. This is a portion of the Hadith that Tabari has narrated in his Tafsir. (Ibn 
Kathir 4/442, Zuhl 334, Mustadrak 2/507, 4/596.) See also Takhwif 
pp114-115. 

2. Tirmizi 3326, Musnad Ahmad 3/75. Al-Bani 657. 

3. Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) 335. Tirmizi 3326. Zuhd (Hinad) 286, Tafsir Ibn 
Kathir 4/442. 

4. Tirmizi 3164, Da'if Tirmizi 617, Abu Ya'la 2/523, Musnad Ahmad 3/75, 
Munziri at-Targhib wa at-Tarhib (4/465, 466). 

5. He was al-Madni. He was a jurist, scholar, sermoniser, a prominent tabi’. 
Abu Hazim said, "I did not see anyone more attached to Masjid Nabawi 
than him." He died in 103 A.H. A'lam an-Nubla 4/448. 

6. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) 332. 

7. He was Muslim ibn Nuzayr Sa'di or Muslim ibn Yazid. He was a Kufi 
and reported few Haditi. It is said that he was conservative. (Tabagat, Ibn 
Sa'd 6/228, Tahzib al-Kamal 27/546, Taqrib at-Tahzib 531.) 

8. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) 333. 
9. Ibid 332, al-Hilyat (Abu Nu'aym) 8/178. 
10. He was Ibn Jabir al-Akhnasi al-Azdi. His kunyah was Abu Bakr al-Basri. 
He was trustworthy, a deep worshipper and had many merits. He died 
in 123 A.H. (Taqrib at-Tahzib 511). 
11. He was Bilal ibn Abu Burdah ibn Abu Musa al-Ash'ari. He was judge of 
Basrah. Tahzib al-Kamal, 4/266. 
12, Musannaf Ibn Abu Shaybah 13/165, Al-Hilyah 2/356, Al-Firdaws 
Daylami 846. Ibn Asakir. Darami, Mustadrak Haakim Abu Ya'la. 
13. At-Takhwif min an-Naar p120. 
14. His kunyah was Abu Uthman al-Misri. he died in the times of Hisham ibn 
Abdul Mulk. Tagrib at-Tahzib 268. 
15. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) 336. Targhib wa Tarhib 4/469, Tabari, Ahmad 
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Majma' az-Zawa'id. 

16. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 3/128. Bayhaqi—slightly different words. 

17. Hilyatul Awliya' 4/228, Musannaf (Ibn Abu Shaybah) 16032. 

18. He was Ka'b ibn Mati’ al-Himyari well-known as Ka'b al-Ahbar. He was 
a tabi'i. He was a scholar of the People of the Book and embraced Islam in 
the times of Abu Bakr @. He died in Hams in 34 A.H. Al-Ibr 1/26. 

19. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/573, Hilyatul Awliya’ 6/31. Tabari said that it means 
dawn piercing through (falaq). Bukhari and Ibn Kathir said the same 
thing. 

20. Well-known exegette. Died in 127 A.H. 

21. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/573. Ruhul Ma‘ani 30/501. 

22. Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmad also reported it. At-Takhwif min an-Naar 
p21. 

23. He was Abdul Maalik ibn Habib al-Azdi al-Jawyi. Whenever he heard 
the azan, his colour changed and tears dropped from his eyes. He was 
trustworthy and a senior scholar of the fourth generation. He died in 128 
A.H. 

24. Sifatus-Safwah 3/264, Taqrib at-Tahzib 362. 

25. His kunyalt was Abu Najih. He was a saliabi and a very early Muslim — 
fourth or fifth Muslim. He was Abu Zart's brother from the mother's 
side. He died in Hams. Tahzibul Kamal 22/118. r 
Ibn Mardawiyah reported the like of it. Ruhul Ma‘ani 30/501, Ta a 
min an-Naar p117. d 
Targhib wa Tarhib 4/470, Takhwif p122. 


557. Hilyatul Awliya' 5/369, Al-Ahwal 240. 
He was Siyar ibn Salamah ar-Riyahi al-Basri. He 1 
died in 129 A.H. Tahzibul Kamal 12/308. 
Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) 312. Takhwif p22. 
He was Damdam from Hams. Jjlis said that he was t 
al-Kamal 13/329, Taqrib at-Tahzib 280. 
32. Takhwif p190, Tazkirah (Qurtubi) p442, 
33. Takhwif p118. The verse means that they will 


“4 


eee eas, 


do not care for you today. You did not think of 
do the sarne thing. (Ruh al-Ma'ani 26/3-4) 
34. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) 337. 
35. Salih ibn Salih ibn Hayyi was his name. He 
and al-Kufi. He was trustworthy. He died in al 
13/54, 
36. These words al-giuill and as-safad are also mentioned in 
surah Saba (34:33) and Ibrahim (14:49). _ 
37. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 2/345. 
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MACE, IRON COLLARS AND 
FETTERS OF HELL 


(54) Abu Sa'eed .% narrated that the Prophet #% said, "Tf 


the iron mace were placed on earth and all people of earth 


joined together (to pick it up) then they would not be able to — 
| 


pick it up."? 

~ (65) He also narrated that the Prophet & said, "If 
mace were struck on a mountain then it would break i 
pieces but reassemble afterwards." ; 
(56) Maalik ibn Dinar? reported having | 
When the inmates of Hell are there, they wi 
mace whereby they will sink in the mout 
year, as anyone in the world drowns 
(57) Hasan a u-; reported that ¢ 
the necks of the inmates of Hell not tha 
(for mercy) but that when the flam 
weigh them down. Then Hasan swoon 

(58) Abu Sinan® reported that H. 
(73:12); 651 Ui § and said, "This means 'thi 
said, "By His Honour! Allah will not put 
they compel Him (to show merc! ') but 
because of the fire."” ee 
(59) Nawf Shami® explained / 
“Bi59 492 BIS ALL (that) "Each cubit is sevent 
from here to Makkah." At that time he v 
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Kufah.? 

(60) Abu Salih?© explained the words #5424 4:é (3 (104:9) as 
meaning long fetters. (Tafsir Ibn Kathir) 

(61) Azraq ibn Qays reported that a man of Banu Tamim 
said that while they were TNS with Abu Awam, he recited 
(74:27-30) 


opis tans Gilet Tin ois V5 HS Yodo ts 91551 
then asked whether + is (nineteen) meant thirty thousand 
angels or (only) nineteen angels. This man said, “Only nine- 
teen angels." He asked, "How do you know?" The man said, 
"From Allah's glorious words (in 74:31):" 
5 AS alas Yh agi Ute wy 
He said, "You are right. They are only nineteen angels each 
carrying a large iron hammer which has two sections. When 
the angel will strike once, the inmate will continue to go down 
for seventy years."2 
(62) Ya'la ibn Munayyah?? reported that Allah will create 
a black, dark cloud for the inmates of Hell. Then they will be 
asked, "O inmates of Hell, what do you want?" They will 
remember the earthly clouds and ask for cool water. But, the 
cloud will pour down on them (iron) collars upon collars and 
chains after chains and sparks that will kindle the fire on 
them.14 
(63) Abu Sa'eed # narrated that the Prophet # said, "If 
the iron mace were put on earth then both the creatures (man- 
kind and jinn) will not be able to carry it.""15 
(64) Abdullah ibn Amr #2 narrated that the Prophet 
said, "If a ball of lead"—or what is like it, and he pointed to 
the skull—"were thrown from the heaven to earth, there being 
a distance of five hundred years between the two, then it will 
reach earth before nightfall. But, if it is dropped from the end 
of the chain (of Hell) then it will go down, night and day, for 
forty years before it makes it to the depth of Hell."1¢ 
(65) Abu Hashim?” explained the words of Allah (22:47): 
ples a Hi WE 5 ei 55 685 th HUE 5 Oily, Sines Pegs will 
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be placed in Hell and chains will be attached to them tethering 
the inmates by their necks. 

(66) Abu Imran al-Jawni (Abdul Maalik ibn Habib) ex- 
plained the words in al-Muzzammil (73:12): ines YS GH {1 that 
they refer to fetters that will never be released.1® 

(67) He also reported having heard that on the Day of 
Resurrection, Allah will command that every oppressor, rebel 
and devil and everyone whose mischief people feared should 
be bound and tied. So they would be fettered. Then a com- 
mand will be given to take them to Hell and its fire will be 
made unbearable for them. "By Allah, their feet will not be 
firm anywhere. By Allah, they will never be able to see the 
outer border of heaven. By Allah, they will never get sleep. By 
Allah, they will never taste cool water in Hell. And by Allah, 
they will never get anything else." Then the inhabitants of 
Paradise will be told, "Fear neither the devil nor a cruel opp- 

ressor. And eat--.-.." 


OAS AUS 3 gxtlei E 45515 lS 
[Eat and drink pleasantly for that which you sent on — 
before in days gone by.] (69:24) } 


complain. So, their thirst will be quenct 
like the sediment of oil whose hea 
water is brought near their faces, the heat 
on their face whose skin had dropped a 
eH 3hi (dU 54-215 (22:20), meaning that whi 
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Kufah.? 

(60) Abu Salih?° explained the words #54 1é (3 (104:9) as 
meaning long fetters. (Tafsir Ibn Kathir) 

(61) Azraq ibn Qays reported that a man of Banu Tamim 
said that while they were Se with Abu Awam, he recited 
(74:27-30) 

iste igley MiSs Biwi u Sib; 
then asked whether + is (nineteen) meant thirty thousand 
angels or (only) nineteen angels. This man said, "Only nine- 
teen angels." He asked, "How do you know?" The man said, 
"From Allah's glorious words (in 74:31):" 
(7S all 22s i ggide Uae U 
He said, "You are right. They are only nineteen angels each 
carrying a large iron hammer which has two sections. When 
the angel will strike once, the inmate will continue to go down 
for seventy years." 
(62) Ya'la ibn Munayyah}s reported that Allah will create 
a black, dark cloud for the inmates of Hell. Then they will be 
asked, "O inmates of Hell, what do you want?" They will 
remember the earthly clouds and ask for cool water. But, the 
cloud will pour down on them (iron) collars upon collars and 
chains after chains and sparks that will kindle the fire on 
them.14 
(63) Abu Sa'eed narrated that the Prophet #% said, "If 
the iron mace were put on earth then both the creatures (man- 
kind and jinn) will not be able to carry it."1° 
(64) Abdullah ibn Amr - narrated that the Prophet 
said, "If a ball of lead"—or what is like it, and he pointed to 
the skull—"were thrown from the heaven to earth, there being 
a distance of five hundred years between the two, then it will 
reach earth before nightfall. But, if it is dropped from the end 
of the chain (of Hell) then it will go down, night and day, for 
forty years before it makes it to the depth of Hell."2© 
(65) Abu Hashim?7 explained the words of Allah (22:47): 
Sp a AS SG 5 85h A ily Sis Pegs will 
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be placed in Hell and chains will be attached to them tethering 
the inmates by their necks. 

(66) Abu Imran al-Jawni (Abdul Maalik ibn Habib) ex- 
plained the words in al-Muzzammil (73:12): une} ViSi GH § that 
they refer to fetters that will never be released.1® 

(67) He also reported having heard that on the Day of 
Resurrection, Allah will command that every oppressor, rebel 
and devil and everyone whose mischief people feared should 
be bound and tied. So they would be fettered. Then a com- 
mand will be given to take them to Hell and its fire will be 
made unbearable for them. "By Allah, their feet will not be 
firm anywhere. By Allah, they will never be able to see the 
outer border of heaven. By Allah, they will never get sleep. By 
Allah, they will never taste cool water in Hell. And by Allah, 
they will never get anything else." Then the inhabitants of 
Paradise will be told, "Fear neither the devil nor a cruel opp- 


ressor. And eat--.--: 

OSES UN 0d gsdlal , ast 135515 yl 
[Eat and drink pleasantly for that which you sent on — 
before in days gone by.] (69:24) 
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bring the fetters (from there), the mountains will be extermi- 
nated. 

(70) Tayyib Abul Hasan al-Khushani”? said that there is 
no house, cave, collar, chain or fetters in Hell without the 
name of the concerned inmate written on it. Ahmad? said 
that when he narrated this Hadith to Abu Sulayman,?° he 
wept and said, "Woe to you! Then what will become of him 
who is liable to have all these things? The collar in his neck, 
fetters on his feet, chain again on his neck when he is flung 
into Hell and enters the cave?"24 

(71) Hasan said that the meaning of: ¢¢:shi 3 v4 54-21 (22:20) 
is that whatever is in their bellies will be cut off. And jy ot .4; 
44> (22:21) means that the zabaniyah angels (who push them in 
Hell) will hold the maces. The fire will melt them, rise over 
them and when they are towards its top, they will strike them 
with the maces so that they will continue to fall down for 
seventy years. This is why it is called «si (al-hawiyah)?> 
because the inmates do not have respite even for a moment. 
When they reach the bottom, they will shout and cry. Allah 
says: 3755 6115315) WAS (22:22) 

Whenever they intend to emerge from it they will be 
pushed back. Hasan said, "This means that they will hope to 
come out.'26 ; 

(72) Sufyan said about #427 that the chain will be tied 
to them from their anus out through their mouth.”® 


1. Musnad Ahmad 3/29, Abu Ya'la 415/1388. 

2. Musnad Ahmad 3/83, Abu Ya'la 1377, (Haakim in similar words). 

3. His kunyal was Abu Yahya. He was a pious man and an ascetic. He 
wrote the Qur'an and earned his livelihood therefrom. He died in Basrah 
in 127 A.H. (Al-Ibn 1/126, Hilyatul Awliya' 2/357, A'lam 6/134). 

4. Some words are erased and some inexplicable, here. 

5. Musannaf IBn Abu Shaybah 16022, Az-Zuhd (Ahmad) 1/236, Takhwif 
p125. 

6. He was Sa'eed ibn Sinan Ash-Shaybah Al-Asghar. 

7. Ruh al-Ma'ni 29/184. 

8. His kunyalt was Abu Yazid Ash-Shami and name was Nawf ibn Fudalah 
al-Himyari al-Bakkali of Banu Bakkal a tribe of Himyar. He was the ima! 
of Damascus. He was the son of the wife of Ka'b al-Ahbar. Tahzib al- 
Kamal, 30/65. 
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9. Zuhd (fbn Mubarak) p83, Tafsir Tabari 29/40, Ruh al-Ma'ani 29/85. 
10. He was Zakwan as-Saman az-Ziyat al-Madani. He used to take butter oil, 
Olive oil to Kufah. He died in 101 A.H. Tahzibul Kamal 8/513. 

11. Perhaps he was Abul Awam Abdul Aziz ibn ar-Rabi' al-Bahili al-Basri. 
Tahzib al-Kamal 18/129. 

12. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) 340. Musannaf Ibn Abu Shaybah 13/173, 
Takhwif p217. 

13. Ya'la ibn Umayyah was a prominent saliabi. His kunyah was Abu Khalaf, 
but Munayyah was his mother's name or his grandmother's. He 
embraced Islam on the day of conquest of Makkah. He participated in the 
battles of Hunayn and Tabuk. He said that he also participated with the 
Prophet #& in the Battle of Jaysh al-Asrah. He used to issue edicts in 
Makkah and was governor of Najran. He died after 740 A.H. Tabagat 
Kubra Ibn Sa'd 5/456. Tahzibul Kamal 32/378. Tagribul Tahzib 609. 

14. Targhib wa Tarhib 4/473. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/88, Tazkirah (Qurtubi) 
p435. 

15. Mustadrak Haakim 4/600. 

16. Tirmizi, Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) p84, Musnad Ahmad 2/197, Mustadrak 
Haakim 2/438. 

17. He was Abu Hashim Rumani Wasti. He lived in Wasit in the villag 


A.H. Tahzibul Kamal 34/361. 
18. Hilyatul Awliya' 2/310. 
19, Ibid 2/312, Takhwif p85. 
20. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/11. Ibn Abbas # a peo the last three 
Vow EEL 


" al-Hasni vt 
22. His aay was Abul Hasan Dashqi and 
Maymun. He was a siifi from K f 
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Safwah 4/223. 
. Hilyatul Awliya' 8/318. 
. The word is from verse 9 of al-Qariyah (101), 
. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) 339. 
. Itis from verse 32 of eae (69). 
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al-Ma'ani 29/85. 
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FOOD AND DRINK OF 
INMATES OF HELL 


(73) Abu Umamah* narrated that the Prophet & said 
about Allah's words: 54 sas (0S Avs (14:16-17), "When the 
water with pus and blood is brought near the inmate of Hell, 
he will pull his nose. When it is near his face, it will roast it 

and his scalp will tear off. When he drinks it, it will sever lis 
intestines and come out of his anus: It is about tng, at Allah 
has said: (47:15) gseWei .hid Uae % \yi45 and He s 0 F 
NBN Gi Se ot HAE Mey ORE (The water W 
molten copper).? Nahai! 

(74) Abu Hurayrah narrated that the P. 
"Hot, boiling water will be poured on the 
their bellies and cut off everything th 
feet. This is the »4+ peach Res il 
will return to its original shape.? 

475) Anas bin Maalik narrate: 
"If a bucket-full of the water of Hell i 
earth then the atmosphere between e 

very bad smelling. If a spark of Hell d drops e eas! 
those on the west will feel its heat.'* aren ; 
(76) Abu Sa'eed > narrated tha t the Prop 
about Jgs* (18:29) that is like the sed im nt of ol 
brought to his face, its skin will fall off.> 
(77) He also. narrated that the Proy 0 het 4 said 
3 +i Gh i 


Ad ioe , ae 


¥ 


| gp ease ee 
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one bucketful of GL (ghassaq) is poured down on earth then it 
will make the earthlings bad smelling."© 

(78) Ibn Abbas said, "If a bucketful of ghassaq is 
emptied on earth then it will make everyone on earth bad 
smelling."” 

(79) He also said that if just one drop of zaqqum of Hell 
were released on earth then it will destroy the provision of 
everyone on earth."$ 

(80) Hasan said, "If a bucketful of 1.» (sadid) of Hell were 
dropped on earth then everyone living on earth would die."” 
(sadid‘is blood and puss.) 

(81) Dahhak?® explained Allah's words ot~ (ghislin) 
(69:37) as meaning the tree «,» (dari') that the people of Hell 
will eat.14 

(82) He also said about ¢$\ 3,5 (37:62) that it is a tree in 
the lower portion of Sagar (Hell).12 

(83) Ibn Abbas explained is i Uub, (73:13) as thorns 
that will get stuck in their throats, neither swallowd down nor 
vomitted out.23 ; 

(84) Abu Darda'?* 4 reported that te inmates of Hell will 
be made hungry, their hunger being like the torment that they 
suffer. They will complain of it and will be served «,» (dari') 
which is mentioned in the Qur'an: ¢¥ + GV fe ¥ [Neither 
nourishing nor satisfying hunger.] (88:7) They will complain 
again and will be given that which sticks in the throat.1° They 
will recall that in the world they had swallowed such things 
with water. So, they will be given hot, boiling water in iron 

mugs. When it is near their faces, it will roast them and when 
it goes down their bellies then it will cut off everything in the 
stomach. They will say (to each other) that they should speak 
to the warden of Hell. They will tell him: 
oll 5 yg Ls Baas 6555 1 51 
[Pray to your Lord that He may lighten for us a day of 
chastisement.] (40:49) 


They will answer: 


Gigi $165 5 25 YE od cst eka phat OS gyi 
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ofhe 4! 
[Did not your Messengers come to you with clear proofs? 
They will say, "Yea." They will say, "Then pray your- 
selves." And the praying of the disbelievers is but in 
error.] (40:50) 


Then they will say (to each other) that they should speak 
to (the keeper-in-chief of Hell) Maalik, and they will say to 
him: 


OLS) tle joi) i} Ses 
[O Maalik (Keeper)! Let your Lord make an end of us.] 
(43:77) 
He will answer: 
ongs i 


[Surely you shall tarry (here).] (43:77) 


Then they will decide to call their Lord because no one is 
better than Him. They will say: 


OS pub WUE Uy IT 
[Our Lord, take us out of it; then if we revert ta evil), 


shall be evil-doers, indeed.] (23:107) 
They will get the answer: 

og IS %; rays} 

[Slink you into it and speaknot 1 


He (Abu Darda’) said, "They \ ‘ill 
goodness and sual and complain inom 


be given to them for a thousand years. = 
595 Sit (43:77).27 
(86) Humran ibn bo oh 


(87) eee explmedh te pre 
to water that will ooze out of He 
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brought towards Hell, he will be asked to pause a little, "You 
are given a gift." A bowl full of poison of spotted and black 
snakes will be served to him. Asil it is brought to his mouth it 
will sift the flesh from the bones.?2 
(89) Ka'b said that the inmates of Hell will be made 
hungry. They will complain to the keepers. They will bring to 
them food that will be very hot, so that they pull their nostrils 
up. As they put it into their mouths, flesh will begin to pee! 
off their faces. Again they will be made hungry and given 
power over their own hands; (which) they will begin to eat 
because of extreme hunger from their palms to their wrists. 
Then they will eat upto their elbows and then upto their 
shoulders. Then only the raised portion of the chest will 
remain near their shoulders. Then iron clamps will be put in 
their heels and they will be hanged on trees of zaqqumm. Seven- 
ty thousand trees will be hung with them each branch of 
which will have one clamp. They will be hanging upside 
down and fire will touch their faces and cheeks. This will go 
on till your Lord wishes. 
(90) Mujahid said that G+, (ghassaq) (78:25) means that 
which will come off their hides.73 
(91) Ka'b asked, "Do you know what ghassaq”* is?" His 
listeners said, "No." He said, "It is a spring in Hell in which 
poison of every poisonous animal flows—like, the snake, 
scorpion, etc. All that will accumulate and the inmate will be 
brought and dipped into it once. When he will be taken out, 
his skin will fall off from his bones and his skin and flesh will 
have come to his ankles. He will pull his flesh as one draws 
his garments."*° 


1. He was Suday ibn Ijlan Bahili 4. 

2. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) p80. Tirmizi, Da'if Tirmizi, Musnad Ahmad 
5/265, Hilyatul Awliya' 8/182, Mustadrak 2/251. 

3. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) 313, Tirmizi 2582, Hilyatul Awliya' 8/113, 
Musnad Ahmad 2/384, Mustadrak Haakim 2/387. 

4. Majma! az-Zawa'id 10/390. 

5. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak) p9, Musnad Ahmad 3/70-71, Musnad Abu Ya'la 
2/530, Tirmizi 4/704, Mustadrak Haakim ~/501, 4/604. 

6. Musnad Ahmad 3/83, Abu Ya'la 2/522, Tirmizi 4/706, Az-Zuhd (Ibn 
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Mubarak) p90, Mustadrak Haakim 2/501, Mufradat, Tazkirah al-Arib. 

7. Al-Hilyah 5/225. 

8. Musannat 13/161, Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/145, Tirmizi 4/706 (a similar 
account). 

9. Musannaf 13/161, 15992. 

10. His name was Dahhak ibn Mazahim al-Hilabi Khurasani, and kunyah 
Abul Qasim. He was an exegette. He was jurist of a large institution. He 
went round them on a donkey when he was weary. He was trustworthy. 
He died in 102 A.H. Ibr 1/94, Taqrib at-Tahzib 280. 

11. Ibn Kathir said that it is a tree in Hell. 

12. The word sagar has occured frequently in the Qur'an. 

13. Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 

14. He was Uwaymir ibn Maalik and died towards the last days of 
Uthman's khilafah (caliphate). 

15. It is mentioned in surah al-Muzzammil (73:13). 

16. Tirmizi, Targhib wa Tarhib (Munziri) 4/481. 

17. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/135. (Targhib 4/481 —a like account). 

18. He was a Kufi and accused of being a Shia. He was weak narrator. 

19. Az-Zuhd (Ahmad) 1/61, Az-Zuhd (Hinad) 1/360, Ahya al-Ulum 2/437 
marginal notes, Takhwif p29. 

20. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 2/526. 

21. He was al-Awza'i, par chamtt His kunyah was Abu Ayyub. He 
prominent tabi'i. He said, "I met about 1000 sahabah @ and particiy 
jihad with a hundred of them. He was a trustworthy narrator. 7 
al-Kamal 24/348, Hilyatul Awliya' 6/67. aia 

22. Hilyatul Awliya’ 6/68, Az-Zuhd (Hinad) 1/357, At? T 

23. Mujahid is also reported to have said of this t 
cold. Tafsir Tabari 30/10. 

24. This word is found in surah Sad (38:57). 

25. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/42. 
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one bucketful of s--+ (ghassaq) is poured down on earth then it 
will make the earthlings bad smelling."® 

(78) Ibn Abbas said, "If a bucketful of ghassaq is 
emptied on earth then it will make everyone on earth bad 
smelling."” 

(79) He also said that if just one drop of zaqqum of Hell 
were released on earth then it will destroy the provision of 
everyone on earth."® 

(80) Hasan said, "If a bucketful of 1+ (sadid) of Hell were 
dropped on earth then everyone living on earth would die."? 
(sadid ‘is blood and puss.) 

(81) ahhak?° explained Allah's words 1+ (ghislin) 
(69:37) as meaning the tree «,~ (dari') that the people of Hell 
will eat.11 

(82) He also said about ¢$}\i,.+ (37:62) that it is a tree in 
the lower portion of Sagar (Hell).12 

(83) Ibn Abbas # explained isé 13 Uub, (73:13) as thorns 
that will get stuck in their throats, neither swallowd down nor 
vomitted out.19 

(84) Abu Darda'!* -# reported that te inmates of Hell will 
be made hungry, their hunger being like the torment that they 
suffer. They will complain of it and will be served «,» (dari') 
which is mentioned in the Qur'an: ¢¥% + et Vy Gt ¥ [Neither 
nourishing nor satisfying hunger.] (88:7) They will complain 
again and will be given that which sticks in the throat.’ They 
will recall that in the world they had swallowed such things 
with water. So, they will be given hot, boiling water in iron 
mugs. When it is near their faces, it will roast them and when 
it goes down their bellies then it will cut off everything in the 
stomach. They will say (to each other) that they should speak 
to the warden of Hell. They will tell him: 

Olah 5 U5 is Gils 6505 | gb 
[Pray to your Lord that He may lighten for us a day of 
chastisement.] (40:49) 


They will answer: 
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of 39! 

[Did not your Messengers come to you with clear proofs? 

They will say, "Yea." They will say, "Then pray your- 

selves." And the praying of the disbelievers is but in 

error.] (40:50) 

Then they will say (to each other) that they should speak 
to (the keeper-in-chief of Hell) Maalik, and they will say to 
him: 


OLS) te jolt Sy 
[O Maalik (Keeper)! Let your Lord make an end of us.] 
(43:77) 
He will answer: 
O65 SI 


[Surely you shall tarry (here).] (43:77) 


Then they will decide to call their Lord because no one is 
better than Him. They will say: 
of ib Cue hye STS; 
[Our Lord, take us out of it; then if we revert (to evil), we 
shall be evil-doers, indeed.] (23:107) shthgs 


cyrnye i Doo - 

Og ISS Y5 GS! orgTg8 on 
[Slink you into it and speak not to Me.] (23:108) _ en 
He (Abu Darda') said, "They will then hold no no o hope of 
goodness and shriek and complain."1© 1 SAO Ae 
(85) Ibn Abbas :# said about: $1133 that ‘a lereorerehd P 
be given to them for a thousand years. Then they will be tolc 
5956 Sit (43:77) .27 Sty tae ae 
(86) Humran ibn A'yan?® reported that the Prophet be 

recited the verse: 12415 uubs (73:13) and became uncor . ereth 
(87) Qatadah explained wa sO j» a5 (14: 16) acerca 
to water that will ooze out of ‘their flesh and skin20. 
(88) Mughith ibn Sumayi*? said that when a man is 


They will get the answer: 
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brought towards Hell, he will be asked to pause a little, "You 
are given a gift." A bowl full of poison of spotted and black 
snakes will be served to him. As it is brought to his mouth it 
will sift the flesh from the bones.72 
(89) Ka'b said that the inmates of Hell will be made 
hungry. They will complain to the keepers. They will bring to 
them food that will be very hot, so that they pull their nostrils 
up. As they put it into their mouths, flesh will begin to peel 
off their faces. Again they will be made hungry and given 
power over their own hands; (which) they will begin to eat 
because of extreme hunger from their palms to their wrists 
Then they will eat upto their elbows and then upto their 
shoulders. Then only the raised portion of the chest will 
remain near their shoulders. Then iron clamps will be put in 
their heels and they will be hanged on trees of zaqqum. Seven- 
ty thousand trees will be hung with them each branch of 
which will have one clamp. They will be hanging upside 
down and fire will touch their faces and cheeks. This will go 
on till your Lord wishes. 
(90) Mujahid said that G+, (ghassaq) (78:25) means that 
which will come off their hides.?4 
(91) Ka'b asked, "Do you know what ghassaq** is?" His 
listeners said, "No." He said, "It is a spring in Hell in which 
poison of every poisonous animal flows—like, the snake, 
scorpion, etc. All that will accumulate and the inmate will be 
brought and dipped into it once. When he will be taken out, 
his skin will fall off from his bones and his skin and flesh will 
have come to his ankles. He will pull his flesh as one draws 
his garments."*° 
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6. Musnad Ahmad 3/83, Abu Ya'la 2/522, Tirmizi 4/706, Az-Zuhd (Ibn 


Hell—A Descriptive Account 33 


Mubarak) p90, Mustadrak Haakim 2/501, Mufradat, Tazkirah al-Arib. 


7. Al-Hilyah 5/225. 
8. Musannat 13/161, Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/145, Tirmizi 4/706 (a similar 


account). : 

9. Musannaf 13/161, 15992. 

10. His name was Dahhak ibn Mazahim al-Hilabi Khurasani, and kunyah 
Abul Qasim. He was an exegette. He was jurist of a large institution. He 
went round them on a donkey when he was weary. He was trustworthy. 
He died in 102 A.H. Ibr 1/94, Taqrib at-Tahzib 280. 

11. Ibn Kathir said that it is a tree in Hell. 

12. The word sagar has occured frequently in the Qur'an. 

13. Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 

14. He was Uwaymir ibn Maalik # and died towards the last days of 
Uthman's khilafah (caliphate). 

15. It is mentioned in surah al-Muzzammil (73:13). 

16. Tirmizi, Targhib wa Tarhib (Munziri) 4/481. 

17. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/135. (Targhib 4/481 —a like account). 

18. He was a Kufi and accused of being a Shia. He was weak narrator. 

19. Az-Zuhd (Ahmad) 1/61, Az-Zuhd (Hinad) 1/360, Ahya al-Ulum 2/437 
marginal notes, Takhwif p29. 

20. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 2/526. 

21. He was al-Awza'i, ash-Shami. His kunyah was Abu Ayyub. He was a 
prominent tabi'i. He said, "I met about 1000 sahabah # and participated in 
jihad with a hundred of them. He was a trustworthy narrator. Tahzib 
al-Kamal 24/348, Hilyatul Awliya' 6/67. 

22. Hilyatul Awliya' 6/68, Az-Zuhd (Hinad) 1/357, At-Takhwif p199. 

23. Mujahid is also reported to have said of this word that it is an unbearable 
cold. Tafsir Tabari 30/10. 

24. This word is found in surah Sad (38:57). 

25. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/42. 


SNAKES 
AND SCORPIONS 


(92) Abdullah ibn al-Harith ibn Jazz! -@ narrated that the 
Prophet # said, "Surely there are in Hell snakes like the necks 
of Bakht camels. If one of them stings an inmate of Hell once 
then he will feel the sting for forty years. Indeed, there are in 
Hell scorpions like saddled mules. If one of them stings once, 


the pain would be felt for forty years." 


(93) Abdullah ibn Mas'ud explained the verse (16:88) 
wil 3 vile ¢4055 that these words mean scorpions having large 
teeth like palm trees.? 

(94) He explained (7:38) ,Wt\ ¢4\is» as meaning snakes.* 

(95) Ata ibn Yasar «li «+, said that he asked Ka'b -#, "Who 
are the inhabitants of the fifth earth?" He said, "Snakes of 
Hell." He asked if there were snakes in Hell and he answered, 
"Yes! By Him Who holds my life in His Hand, the snakes will 
be like valleys." He asked, "Who lives in the sixth earth?" Ka'b 
answered, "The scorpions of Hell," and on his asking, he an- 
swered, "By Him Who has my life in His grasp, the scorpions 
are as big as vessels and the floor is like spears. When it is 
flung over a disbeliever and it stings him just once, his flesh 
will fall on his feet."> 

(96) Sayyidina Huzayfah narrated: The Prophet & dis- 
closed to me a secret. He said, "O Huzayfah, when Allah, the 
Exalted, says to the inmates of Hell ops Y5 314-41 -Slink you 
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(92) Abdullah ibn al-Harith ibn Jazz! narrated that the 
Prophet # said, "Surely there are in Hell snakes like the necks 
of Bakht camels. If one of them stings an inmate of Hell once 
then he will feel the sting for forty years. Indeed, there are in 
Hell scorpions like saddled mules. If one of them stings once, 
the pain would be felt for forty years."” 

(93) Abdullah ibn Mas'ud -# explained the verse (16:88) 
idl 3' ile 455 that these words mean scorpions having large 
teeth like palm trees.? 

(94) He explained (7:38) tu ju» as meaning snakes. 

(95) Ata ibn Yasar 4ii.>, said that he asked Ka'b «#, "Who 
are the inhabitants of the fifth earth?" He said, "Snakes of 
Hell." He asked if there were snakes in Hell and he answered, 
"Yes! By Him Who holds my life in His Hand, the snakes will 
be like valleys." He asked, "Who lives in the sixth earth?" Ka'b 
answered, "The scorpions of Hell," and on his asking, he an- 
swered, "By Him Who has my life in His grasp, the scorpions 
are as big as vessels and the floor is like spears. When it is 
flung over a disbeliever and it stings him just once, his flesh 
will fall on his feet." 

(96) Sayyidina Huzayfah -& narrated: The Prophet && dis- 
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into it, and speak not to Me. (23:108), their faces will become 
pieces of flesh without mouth and nostrils. Their breath will 
pulsate in their bellies. Snakes of fire and scorpions of fire will 
be cast on them. If one of these snakes were to breath in the 
east, those in the west (too) would be incinerated and if a 
scorpion were to sting the earthlings all of them would be 
incinerated till the world lasts. These snakes and scorpions 
will penetrate them between flesh and hide. Such shriek will 
be heard as is heard from wild animals in a dense cluster of 
trees.© 
(97) Hajjaj ibn Abdullah Aththumali dia), who was 
fortunate to sight the Prophet & in a dream and who per- 
formed the Hajjatul Wada' in his company, narrated that one 
of the noble Companions #, Sufyan ibn Mujib” @ narrated 
the Hadith to him: There are seventy thousand valleys in Hell 
each having seventy thousand passes each of which has 
seventy thousand houses in each of which are seventy thou- 
sand rooms each having seventy thousand holes each of 
which has seventy thousand dragons, in the mouth of each of 
them are seventy thousand scorpions. None of the disbelie- 
vers and hypocrites will escape all these difficulties.® 
(98) Shahr ibn Hawshab? «i 4+ reported that there surely 
is in Hell a valley called Ghassag which contains three hund- 
red and thirty passes each of which has as many palaces with 
as many rooms each having four corners in each of which is a 
snake. On the head of each snake are three hundred and thirty 
scorpions each of which has in its head three hundred and 
thirty vessels of poison. If any of these scorpions were to drop 
its poison on the earthlings then it would be enough for all of 
them.?° 
(99) Mujahid «i>, said that there surely are in Hell 
snakes as large as Bukht camels' necks and wells of scorpions 
like the black mules. The inmates will flee from them but they 
will seize them with their mouths and tear their skins from 
the hair to the nails: Their escape lies only in running towards 
the fire of Hell.14 
(100) Abul Ahwas al-Jathmi Awf ibn Maalik a a+, repor- 
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ted that ibn Mas'ud @ asked, "Which inmate of Hell will get a 
severe punishment in Hell?" Someone said, "The hypocrites 
will get a severe punishment." He said, "You are correct. Do 
you know how they will be punished?" The man said, "No." 
He said, "They will be put in iron chests and hurled in the 
lowest portion of Hell which is like a narrow oven and is 
called jubbul hazn where they will be locked forever in 
punishment for their deeds."17 

(101) Amr ibn Maymun?? aii a2) said, "A noise will be 
heard from between a disbeliever's hide and his flesh like wild 
animals." 

(102) Mujahid said that surely the inmates of Hell will be 
punished with severe cold. The inmates of Hell will flee from 
Hell towards this severe cold but when they fall into it, it will 
break their bones and the sound of that will be heard.* 

(103) Abdullah ibn Mas'ud «# narrated that when (only) 
those who are destined to stay there forever remain in Hell 
then they will be caged in iron boxes with fron nails. These 
boxes will be placed in (other) boxes of iron having iron nails 
and (again) these boxes will be put in (larger) iron boxes with 
iron nails. Thus no one will see anyone else being punished in 
Hell. Then Abdullah -% recited the verse: 

OS and UGS oh 585 ed gl 
[For them therein is sighing and therein they shall hear __ 
not.}2> (21:100) 7 


(104) Musayyib ibn Rafi' Kahili Jia, and Khaythmah ibn ; 
Abdur Rahman both reported that Sayyidina Abdullah te 4 


asked the people, "Which inmate of Hell will receive a severe 


punishment?" They said, "The Jews, the Christians and the © 
Magians." He said, "The hypocrites will be in the lowest por- 
tion of Hell closed in boxes of fire with no opening."2© 

(105) Abdullah narrated: The severest punishment of 
Hell will be given to one who may have killed a Prophet, or 
one whom a Prophet may have killed, or a photographer.?7 

(106) Mujahid explained the verse 17:97 4 uls that when 
the fire seems to extinguish, it will be re-kindled.7® 
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into it, and speak not to Me. (23:108), their faces will become 
pieces of flesh without mouth and nostrils. Their breath will 
pulsate in their bellies. Snakes of fire and scorpions of fire will 
be cast on them. If one of these snakes were to breath in the 
east, those in the west (too) would be incinerated and if a 
scorpion were to sting the earthlings all of them would be 
incinerated till the world lasts. These snakes and scorpions 
will penetrate them between flesh and hide. Such shriek will 
be heard as is heard from wild animals in a dense cluster of 
trees.© 
(97) Hajjaj ibn Abdullah Aththumali wia-, who was 
fortunate to sight the Prophet & in a dream and who per- 
formed the Hajjatul Wada' in his company, narrated that one 
of the noble Companions #, Sufyan ibn Mujib” @ narrated 
the Hadith to him: There are seventy thousand valleys in Hell 
each having seventy thousand passes each of which has 
seventy thousand houses in each of which are seventy thou- 
sand rooms each having seventy thousand holes each of 
which has seventy thousand dragons, in the mouth of each of 
them are seventy thousand scorpions. None of the disbelie- 
vers and hypocrites will escape all these difficulties.® 
(98) Shahr ibn Hawshab? iu», reported that there surely 
is in Hell a valley called Ghassaq which contains three hund- 
red and thirty passes each of which has as many palaces with 
as many rooms each having four corners in each of which is a 
snake. On the head of each snake are three hundred and thirty 
scorpions each of which has in its head three hundred and 
thirty vessels of poison. If any of these scorpions were to drop 
its poison on the earthlings then it would be enough for all of 
them.1° 
(99) Mujahid wis, said that there surely are in Hell 
snakes as large as Bukht camels' necks and wells of scorpions 
like the black mules. The inmates will flee from them but they 
will seize them with their mouths and tear their skins from 
the hair to the nails: Their escape lies only in running towards 
the fire of Hell.4 
(100) Abul Ahwas al-Jathmi Awf ibn Maalik 4 «>, repor- 
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ted that ibn Mas'ud «@ asked, "Which inmate of Hell will get a 
severe punishment in Hell?" Someone said, "The hypocrites 
will get a severe punishment." He said, "You are correct. Do 
you know how they will be punished?" The man said, "No." 
He said, "They will be put in iron chests and hurled in the 
lowest portion of Hell which is like a narrow oven and is 
called jubbul hazn where they will be locked forever in 
punishment for their deeds."17 

(101) Amr ibn Maymun?? ii a>, said, "A noise will be 
heard from between a disbeliever's hide and his flesh like wild 
animals." 

(102) Mujahid said that surely the inmates of Hell will be 
punished with severe cold. The inmates of Hell will flee from 
Hell towards this severe cold but when they fall into it, it will 
break their bones and the sound of that will be heard.14 

(103) Abdullah ibn Mas'ud # narrated that when (only) 
those who are destined to stay there forever remain in Hell 
then they will be caged in iron boxes with fron nails. These 
boxes will be placed in (other) boxes of iron having iron nails 
and (again) these boxes will be put in (larger) iron boxes with 
iron nails. Thus no one will see anyone else being punished in 
Hell. Then Abdullah -@ recited the verse: 

OS YU AS ai Ae 
[For them therein is sighing and therein they shall hear 
not.}2> (21:100) 


(104) Musayyib ibn Rafi' Kahili Wia+, and Khaythmah ibn 
Abdur Rahman both reported that Sayyidina Abdullah 
asked the people, "Which inmate of Hell will receive a severe 
punishment?" They said, "The Jews, the Christians and the 
Magians." He said, "The hypocrites will be in the lowest por- 
tion of Hell closed in boxes of fire with no opening."?© 

(105) Abdullah < narrated: The severest punishment of 
Hell will be given to one who may have killed a Prophet, or 
one whom a Prophet may have killed, or a photographer.?7 

(106) Mujahid explained the verse 17:97 £4 uls that when 
the fire seems to extinguish, it will be re-kindled.® 
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(107) Abu Salih is reported to have said in explanation of 
iio) eile Yi (104:8) that the fire will be closed around them and 
have no opening anywhere.?? 

(108) He also said about istic ié {3 (104:9) that they are 
long fetters.?° 


1. His kunyah was Abul Harith. He was Zubaydi. He took up residence in 
Egypt and was the last of the sahabah to die there in 86 A.H. (Taqrib 
Tahzib). 

2. Musnad Ahmad 4/191, Ibn Hibban 9/278, Mustadrak Haakim 4/593. 

3. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/581, Az-Zuhd (Hinad) 1/355, Ibn Abu Shaybah 
13/158. 

4. Jami'ul Bayan, Tabari 8/129, Az-Zuhd (Hinad) 1/356. 

5. Mustadrak Haakim 4/594, Takhwif min an-Naar p137. 

6. Suyuti in Durr al-Manthur 5/17. 

7. His name was either Sufyan or Nufayr ibn Mujib Shumali. He was 
Mu'awiyah's governor of Ba'lbak. He was also sent to Tarablas (Tripoli) 
(Isabah, Mukhtasar Tarikh Dimishq.) 

8. Mukhtasar Tarikh Damishq, Targhib Tarhib, Takhwif. 

9. He was Ash'ary, Shami. He read the Qur'an at the hands of Ibn Al bas < 
He was a scholar. He died in 100 A.H. (Al-Ibr, Hilyatul Awliya’). 

10. Hilyatul Awliya’ 6/04. 

11. Ibn Abu Shaybah, Az-Zuhd (Hinad), Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak), Takhwif. 

12. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 1/570. 

13. His kunyah was Abu Abdullah Kufi. He had seen pre-Islamic days, but 
did not meet the Prophet &. He came from Yaman with Mu'az -# and 
settled in Kufah. He was very righteous and performed a hundred /ajj 
and umrah. He died in 75 A.H. (Tahzib al-Kamal, al-Ibr). 

14. Takhwif. 

15. Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Takhwif. 

16. Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Ibn Abu Shaybah. 

17. Mu'jam Kabir, Tabarani, Hilyatul Awliya’. 

18. Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 

19. Ibid, Takhwif. 

20. This Hadith is repeated here, see 60. 


THE HELL-FIRE 
WILL SINGE THEIR FACES 


(109) Abu Sa'eed Khudri narrated that Allah's Messen- 
ger & said about Sjus 3 645 (25:104) that the fire will roast 
their faces. The uppe. lip of an inmate will contract and go up 
to the middle of his head and the lower lip will dangle upto 
his navel.? 

(110) Ibn Abu Huzay!? said about (23:105) 4 46345 ails 
that the fire will singe them so that the bones will be bared of 
flesh throwing it on their heels.? 

(111) Ibn Abbas -# narrated that eral $%oyA4 ya) (40:71-72) 
their hide, flesh and veins—in short avers —will be © 
pulled and peeled off till that is part of his flesh in their heels — 
equal to their heights which will be sixty cubits. They will be — 
oOveteg with another hide and again put in hot boiling 
water.* 
(112) Hawshab ai) reportd having learnt that when on 
inmates of Hell are struck by a wave of fire, none of their — 
bones, flesh and veins will go without being devoured by it a 
and only their souls will remain hanging by chains. They will — 
make a lot of noise.° 

(113) Abdullah ibn Mas'ud . said about jus 43 4 that 
the inmates of Hell will be there like burnt down heads.© 

(114) He also said, "Like the scortched heads their faces 
will be burnt down baring their teeth, and their lips will be 
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contracted."” 


(115) Abu Razin® di, explained (74:29) id is the fire 
, : ; Pa as they knew) that they will remain there forever.1> 
will turn the inmate's hide more black than the darkness of ney, ) y 
the night.? 1. Tirmizi, az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak), Musnad Ahmad 3/88, Mustadrak 
Fudayl ibn Iyad -wi reported that when someone Haakim 2/395. 
y / ir) SP. a 2. His name was Abdullah. His kunyah was Abul Mughirah al-Kufi. He was 


a tabi'i. He was very righteous. He died in the times of Khalid al-Qasri. 


(Hilyatul Awliya' 4/358, Taqrib). 
3. Hilyatul Awliya’, Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 


asked about Allah's words (4:56) wyé ij oJ adj Caw uly, 
Hisham said that Hasan ia, narrated: Hell-fire will con- 


sume them seventy thousand times everyday. Whenever it 
has done that, it will be said, "Return to your original form. 4. Takhwif min an-Naar, Durr Manthur 3/257. Keo. 
So, th ill bec th 10 5. He was Hawshab ibn Muslim Thagafi. He was the freedman of Hajjaj ibn 
One Ae ome aS ey he Yusuf and his kunyal was Abu Bishr. He used to sell gowns. He was one 
(117) Hasan «i 4, said about this verse (4:56) that every- of the prominent companions of Hasan Basri iu», (Tahzibul Kamal, 
day seventy thousand hides of the inmate of Hell will be Hilyatul Awliya’). 
burnt down. 6. Az-Zuhd (Hinad) 309. 
; : eyis eee lua: 7. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak, Az-Zuhd (Hinad), Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Takhwif 
(118) He explained (78:23) vuéi & 5) that he did not know Be LEER we ze 
the measure of ahgab but knew that each hagab (singular of 8. He was Mas'ud ibn Maalik Asadi. He was trustworthy, a scholar, a tabi'i. 
ahgab) was seventy thousand years. Every day (there) is like a He was on Sayyidina Ali's -¢ side in Sifin. He died in 85 A.H. (Tahzibul 
thousand years (as stated i 'an.)12 RamalglaguolebaD), 
y ; ( in the Qur'ar ) ; 4 9. Ibn Kathir, Az-Zuhd (Hinad) Ibn Abu Shaybah. 
(119) Tar 1q ibn Abdur Rahman™ said that while he was 10. Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Az-Zuhd (Ahmad) Takhwif, Tazkirah (Qurtubi). 
in Makkah someone called him, "O Tariq can you read and 11. Az-Zuhd (Ibn Mubarak). 
write." He said, "Yes." The man said, "When I ascended an 12. Az-Zuhd (Ahmad), Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 
5 pt repent atin otal ineer.a book wherein 13. He was Bajali, Ahmosi, Kufi (Tahzibul Kamal, Taqrib at-Tahzib). 
PES a year, ie 8 14. Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Abdullah ibn Amr 4 is reported to have defined a 
was written Wisi 4 5) (78:23). Each hagab is of forty years and hagab as forty years and also as eighty years. 
each year of twelve months, each month being thirty days and 15. Hasan Basri said that he asked Abu Barzah Aslami “@e about the Qur'anic 
each day like a thousand years." He said, "There was an old verse most hard for the inmates of Hell. He said: ide th Fs 5 1355.5 They 
will told that on the Day of Resurrection and this will be the wrath of the 


Most Merciful of all the mercifuls. This will mean despair to them. (Ruh 


man in the house whom I asked who had written the book. He 
al-Ma'ani). 


asked in turn if I had known the answer when I entered the 
room. I said, 'No.' He said, 'This is the house where Abdullah 
ibn Amr 4 used to live' and in answer to my question, he 
confirmed that Abdullah « had written the book.” A narrator 
said that he asked Tariq if he thought that the old man had 
lived in the times of Abdullah 2, he said, "Yes.""4 

(120) Qatadah dias, reported that the inmates of Hell 
always hoped to get out of Hell because of Allah's words ;-+) 
Yéi es (78:23) [They shall be abiding therein for ages), but 
when the verse (78:30) was revealed: 


4 


oie Yi eS 5 5b jis 


KINDS OF PUNISHMENT 


(121) Huzayfah ibn Yaman - narrated: Allah's Messen- 
ger & told me something about Hell in secret. He said, "O 
Huzayfah! There are in Hell beasts of fire, dogs of fire, hooks 
of fire, swords of fire. Allah will send angels who will seize 
them by their chins and hang them by the hooks. They will 
cut their limbs, one by one, with the swords and throw them 
to the beasts and dogs. Every time they cut their limbs, they 
will grow up again at their places."? 

(122) Abdullah ibn Amr -@ narrated that the inmates of 
Hell will be bound by fetters and hung on the trees, face 
down... boiling water will be under them. It will go in their 
stomach and come out of their mouths. Their skins will drip 
the reside because of the hot water.* They will abide therein 
forever. Allah will not speak to them, nor look at them. For 
them will be a great chastisement.? If one of the inmates were 
brought to earth, everyone on earth will die from the fearful 
sight and the bad smell. Then Abdullah ibn Amr 4 wept very 
much.* | 

(123) Wahb ibn Munabbih® 4 reported that when they 
will be in Hell, the inmates will have no rest or sleep or death. 
They will walk on fire and sit on it. They will drink their pus 
and eat the tree zaqqum. Their blankets, beddings and shirts 
will be of fire and tarcoal. And: i ¢43+} 4 (14:50) the fire 
covering their faces. The inmates of fire will be collected in 


fs ea a eames 


>) 
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. fetters, the keepers will hold their halters, pulling them to and the heads of the inmates of Hell.18 
| | fro. Their puss will flow in pits of Hell and that will be their (131) Sharik s+) (or Shurayk)?? said that 342! (22:20) 
ff | only drink. Then Wahb ibn Munabbih wept till he was uncon- meant: the contents of their bellies and hides will melt. 
iq | scious. Bakr ibn Khunays® was so overcome with weeping (132) Fudayl ibn Iyad?° explained sii % #45 565 (67:8) as 
Bil that he stood up and could not speak. And Muhammad ibn meaning that the fire of Hell will burst because of wrath. 
Ja'far” also wept much.® (133) Suddi wWiu-, said that jit iis pais us (74:48) meant 
(124) Mujahid narrated that the inmates of Hell will b that they would be deprived of the intercession of the inter- 
afflicted with itching. They will scratch themselves till their cessors.* 
bones are visible. They will say, "O our Lord! Why are we , (134) Ibn Abbas explained the verse (21:103) ¢ 30) +4349 
given this punishment?" He will say, "You used to hurt the 1264) as taking place when Hell will be shut to its inmates. Z2 
Muslims."? (35) Dahhak ibn Mazahim reported that bie} (70:16) 
(125) Muhammad ibn Ka'b Qurzi?® ahi 4», explained th meant that the fire would peel off the skin and flesh from the 
verse (7:41) ey wth S+5 Se ee 54 el, saying that 2% meant the bones.79 
scorpions (of Hell) and .»\4 meant the blankets.22 (136) Thabit Bunani explained Allah's words (70:16, 
(126) Ibrahim Taymi!? ali a>, explained the verse (14:17) above) as (referring to the) fire that would take off honour 
gS JS eo 2 3ch a3. He said fia death will come to them even from the face of the son of Aadam.*4 
fromthe pores of their hair. (137) Ka'b said about the chain mentioned in Allah's 
(127) Mujahid said that the least punished of the inmates words «153 64-4 455 (69:32) that one of its hooks is equal to all 


the irons of the earth.7> 

(138) Nawf aii uu>) said about the same verse $2 js iLLs 3 
53 that every cubit is seventy cubits and every ba' is seventy 
ba'. Each ba' is as distant as between 'you and Makkah’; he 
was in Kufah's mosque when he said that.2© 

(139) Khalid ibn Abu Imran?7 sia>, narrated that the 
Prophet & said, "The fire of Hell as it consumes its inmates 
and comes to their hearts will extinguish. Then it will restore 
to its original. Again it will come to their hearts--.. This will 
go on forever. This is the meaning of Allah's words: Rt yea) als 6 


sabi le abs [hi 78 (104:6-7). 


of Hell will be one who has two sandals or two thongs of fire. 
His molar teeth will be of fire, as also his ears and roots of his 
eye-brows. Everything in his, belly will emerge from his feet. 
All of them will be like ordinary grain in a large quantity of 
water that will be boiling.14 

(128) Abu Razin? ai a>, explained Si city i (74:35) as 
meaning Hell and fu (45 (74:36) as meaning, 'I warn you of 
ita 

(129) Hasan wi «>, said about the verses (88:2-3): ix i; 
ivi ibi‘issé that those faces were not disgraced for Allah in 


this world, so Allah will disgrace them in Hell-Fire and will (140) Muhammad ibn Ka'b 4 explained this verse (10406) 
rage pigs uihus is sae: peices (i) gihen he ce that the fire will eat the inmate upto his heart and when it is 
about 4) oné J 3 (88:5), "Do you know what +) is?" He said there. it will’ tear his fhroates 

that it meant that the heat of Hell will reach its limits and will fa 41) Sufyan ibn yaynan diac ysaid ‘that Helldsverenteet 

) 
pone woods on mee tee TERY Was ape was as a mercy so that Allah may inspire fear in His creatures 
kindled from the time of its creation and they will then be through it and they might refrain 30 
et d7 ; 
Po CASES. (142) Abdullah reported that Allah's Messenger a 


(130) Mujahid said about (55:35) y& 3 5155 that it is a part said, "Hell will be brought that Day. It will have seventy 
of Hell and }.« implies that copper is melted and poured over 
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thousand halters, seventy thousand angels with each halter 
They will drive it."31 

(143) Shaqiq>? said about the verse (89:23): gu “sy St, 
that Hell will be brought. It will be driven by seventy thou 
sand halters, each halter held by seventy thousand angels.*° 

(144) Hasan is reported to have explained ij jciyi jf i, 
Si J (89:23), saying, "By Allah! He will know that he wil 
have there a long life. There will be no sign of death any- 
where."34 

(145) Dahhak ibn Mazahim du, said, "He will wish to 
make a repentane, but where will that be." (89:24) £445 j=) jy 
(es. [He will say, "Would that I had forwarded for my (this) 
life!]*> 

(146) Abu Hurayrah -@ narrated: Allah's Messenger «* 
said, "If there are in this mosque a hundred thousand peopk 
or more than that and an inmate of Hell is among them and 
when his breathing spreads to the men then this mosque and 
all people within it will burn down."9¢ 

(147) Ibn Abbas -# narrated that if Hell were visible then 
none will escape death.37 

(148) Abu Sa'eed Khudri narrated: Allah's Prophet & 
said, "This worldly fire of yours is one part of the seventy 
parts of Hell and each of its parts is equal to the heat of 
Hell."98 

(149) Mujahid said, "This your fire sought refuge from 
Hell-fire."? 

(150) Abu Imran Abdul Maalik ibn Habib Jawni at aur; 
said that when Abdullah ibn Amr 4% heard the sound of fire, 
he asked them, "What noise is this?" And, he added, "By 
Allah, Who has my life in His grasp! This fire seeks refuge 
from the big fire lest it is returned to that."4° 

(151) Abdul Maalik ibn Umayr‘? ai «+, reported that if 
the inmates of Hell were in the worldly fire, they would be 
comfortable in it.4# 

(152) Ibn Abbas narrated: The inmates of Hell will 
seek refuge from heat, so their redressal will be through a cold 
breeze that will break their bones.*% 
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(153) Mujahid said that ,) is a punishment of severe 
cold that the inmates will be unable to (even) taste.44 

(154) Abu Hurayrah narrated: Allah's Messenger && 
said, "Hell complained to its Lord that some of it ate away 
some other portions. Hence, it was allowed two breaths. Its 
breath in summer is samum and in winter zamharir."*° 

(155) Anas ibn Maalik % reported, "This your fire is one- 
seventieth of the fire of Hell. If it is extinguished with water 
twice then you will be unable to derive benefit from it. This 
fire prays to Allah that He should not return it to the Fire (of 
Hell)." 

(156) Abu Hurayrah narrated: The Prophet & said, 
"The fire of Hell was kindled for a thousand years till it was 
white. Then it was kindled for another one thousand years till 
it was black. So it is black, dark now."*® 

(157) Umar ibn Khattab #» narrated: Jibril 48) came (one 
day), to the Prophet & at a time when he was not normally 
used to come. The Prophet & stood up for him and asked, "O 
Jibril! Why is it that I see your colour changed?" He said, "O 
Muhamad, I came to you immediately upon Allah comman- 
ded that Hell should be kindled." The Prophet & asked Jibril 
865) to scare him of Hell and describe it to him. So Jibril 3¢5\ 
said, "Surely Allah gave command about Hell. It was let to 
burn for a thousand years till it was red. He again gave a 
command till it was white. Once again, He gave a command 
till it was black. It is now black and dark. Its sparks give no — 
light nor do its flames blow out. By Him Who has sent you 
with the Truth, if Hell is uncovered to the earthlings even to 
the extent of a needle's eye, they will not endure its heat and 
all creation on earth will be annihilated. And by Him Who has 
sent you with the Truth, if any of the keepers of Hell were 
apparent to the earthlings and they see him then, because of 
his ugliness, evil nature and bad smell, all creation on earth 
will die. And by Him Who has sent you with the Truth, if a 
loop of the chain of an inmate of Hell—of which Allah men- 
tions in His Book—were placed on the mountains of earth, 
they will crumble down on the earth being unable to with- 
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stand it," The Prophet & said, "O Jibril! That is enough lest m) 
heart burst and I die." He saw that Jibril 45) was also weeping 
and he asked, "O Jibril, is it that you too weep? You have a 
station and rank in Allah's sight." He said, "Why should | not 
weep? I have more right to weep. I do not know I may be in 
some other condition in Allah's knowledge, I might be tried 
like Iblis who was with the angels. I might be tried like Harut 
and Marut." Allah's Messenger & also wept as did Jibril 
till they heard a voice call, "O Jibril, O Muhammad! Surel, 
Allah has protected you two from being disobedient to Him 

Then Jibril 8) departed. Allah's Messenger & got up and 
went by a group of people comprising the ansar. They wer 
talking and laughing. He said to them, "Do you laugh whi 
Hell is behind you? If you were to know what I do then you 
would laugh little and weep much and would be unable t 
swallow food or water. You would go towards open fields 
weeping before Allah." They began to weep and they wept 
incessantly till they heard some- one say, "O Muhammad 
Surely Allah has sent you as a giver of glad tidings and one 
who creates ease. So, why do you make My slaves despair? 
Give them good tidings." Then the people were clam.*” 

(158) Zayd ibn Aslam*® «i uw», said that the inmates ot 
Hell will not breathe. Then he began to weep.*? 

(159) Mugatil ibn Hayyan>? wi >) said, "Hell's inmates 
will be unable to breathe. Their breath will move in their 
bellies." 

(160) Khulayd ibn Daghlaj i «>, (or Da'laj) said, "The 
fire of Hell will be put in power over their bodies. It will 
consume them. Then their souls will bubble in the deep ocean 
of fire for forty years and they will be given fresh bodies that 
they may taste the punishment. 

(161) Suway ibn Ghaflah>? ali >) said that when Allah 
will decide to forget the inmates of Hell, they will declare 
themselves absolved of each other. They will curse each other. 
Everyone will be put in boxes of fire according to his height 
and stature. Nails of fire will be hammered in every pulsating 
vein of theirs. Locks of fire will be fitted thereon. The box will 
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then be put in another box of fire and again locks of fire will 
be applied to it. Fire will be cast in between the two and it will 
be thrown in Hell. So each will imagine that there is no one 
else in Hell besides him. Then Allah's Messenger &% recited 
the verse (39:16): jb cs i653 Ub oi 3 od. 

(162) Ibn Abbas narrated: When man is pulled to- 
wards Hell, it will shout like a female mule. Then it will burst 
so that no one will remain unscared.>9 

(163) Anas ibn Maalik narrated that Allah's Messenger 
& said, "An inmate of Hell will be brought. He will have been 
most comfortable on earth. Allah will command that he 
should be immersed in Hell once. He will be given a dip. Then 
Allah will ask him, 'O son of Aadam, did you ever see good?’ 
He will say, 'By Your Honour, no!' I have never seen good nor 
coolness of the eye'.""4 

(164) Qatadah -# said that even if he is given a dip in the 
like of a bucket that would be too much for him. 

(165) Abu Bakr @ (the kunyah of the compiler) said that 
some sermonisers, agree when they narrate this Hadith, that he 
should say exactly the same thing that he had never seen any 
good. No disbeliever and habitual sinner will be safe from 
that dipping but will be thrashed. It will leave no skin that 
was sound in the world without burning it. It will deface the 
soft, delicate faces. It will blind every eye that had seen bless- 
ings, and disfugure every ear that had heard vain, indecent P. 
talk. Alas, what a dip! How lengthy the misfortune of one 
who is involved in this punishment. He will forget the bless- — 


ings he had enjoyed in the world because of this (predica- 
ment). er 


That would be a dip in the depths of Hell, the severity of 
whose heat will never give him rest and peace. The sparks 
will burn incessantly. It will be a dip whereby the flesh on his — 
body will drop in a deep pit and he will have only his bones ~ 
dangling with the hooks held by the angels. 9 

When they are taken out of the deep pit, they will find — 
that the painful punishment has peeled off their skins. : 

Alas! What a dreadful time that will be! Their eyeballs a 
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will be on their cheeks and their blood and pus will fill the 
valleys of Hell and the bellies of its beasts. They will have 
boils on them because of the fire. They will be compelled to 
drink the incense of their liver. A morsel of fire will fall in 
their mouth. Their skins will be pulled and their bones will bx 
bared of flesh. Fire will reach upto their soles and they will be 
dragged by their faces. What a fearful condition! Their skulls 
will not be safe and fire will be poured in their ears coming 
out of their eyes. The angels will strike their mouths and 
backs. They will be made to lie on planks of fire and dragged 
This inmate deserves this punishment because of his disobe- 
dience. The heat will be intense and the darkness very fearful 
The keepers of the prison will be very ill-mannered. The 
inmate will be all alone, no sympathiser-..... He will be asked, 
"Are you not the one with the sweet smell of scent, wh« 
looked at his face in the mirror, and who clipped superfluous 
hair on his cheek? Who used the miswak to clean his teeth and 
applied collyrium to his eyes? 

How will it be when the fire of Hell will encroach into 
them? And you will return to the keeper? 

(166) Abdul Aziz ibn Aban®> ai «-, narrated: I was offer- 
ing salah one night when I heard a voice from an unseen 
source, "O Abdul Aziz! How many a one with spotless 
garments and beautiful faces will change sides restlessly in 
the levels of Hell."°© 

(167) Fudayl ibn lyad narrated that he said to Harun 
Rashid, "O the one with the beautiful face, if you can then 
prevent Hell-Fire from burning your face. By Allah, you are 
entrusted a mighty task." On hearing this, Harun Rashid 
wept.” 

(168) Abdullah ibn Amr & reported that when the 
inmates of Hell will shout: 


S45 WHE al Sey 
[O Keeper! Lec your Lord make an end of us.] (43:77), 


he will respond after forty years: §¥5¢.Si—Surely you will 
tarry (here). They will plead: jib wi vis gu ys +,4i G5 Our Lord! 
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Take us out of it, then if we revert (to evil), we shall be evil- 
doers indeed. (23:107) 

They will not get a response for as long as the world 
(lasted) and then told 936 ¥ 4 \-+1—Slink you into it, and 
speak not to Me. (23:108) 

Thereafter, they will not speak a word apart from a noise 
like the braying of the donkey.>® 

(169) Abu Bakr (the compiler) said that some sermonisers 
say when narrating this Hadith, "Are you worthy of speaking 
with the keeper? Remember he is able to give punishment 
there. He is appointed over it and can scold Hell into burning 
to ashes---- How will it mitigate on them if Maalik is dis- 
pleased with them because of Allah's wrath. When Maalik is 
angry on Hell, parts of it consume other parts... How can he 
relax on them if they associated other gods with Allah. They 
had appealed to them for help... Hell-fire will roast them 
many times, each time they get a fresh body. O you who 
appeal! What will you complain to Maalik who himself is 
helpless---- you will be knocked down on the sticky stones 
there, hot water will be pourd on the remaining flesh on your ~ 
face---- Destruction is your lot--.... And Maalik is accustomed to 
be hard to those who dare to be disobedient to Allah. x 

So, do not ask about the difficulties of the inmates of 
Hell... They will be struck with maces:-... They will shout----- 
confess:..... be ashamed... Come, let us cry! Perhaps that may 
help us. Perhaps fear may save us." 4 

(170) Mujahid said that Maalik the keeper has as many 
hands as there will be inmates of Hell. 

(171) Suddi said about sas aca, (14:16) that blood and 
puss will pour from the hides of the inmates of Hell and they 
will be compelled to drink it. They will not be able to swallow 
down their throats. 

(172) He also said about (14:17) 4 4} ah JF 3 5 Pes) 
that ibn Abbas «@ explained that there would not be even hair 
space where death does not come to them. a 

(173) Alqgamah® «ii 4, explained (77:32) pails yA 35 ji 
that he will shower flames not like wood but like (large) 
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castles and cities.®4 

(174) Abdullah ibt Mas'ud « reported about Allah's 
saying: (89:23) Roeverenicy) that Hell will be brought, pulled by 
seventy thousand halters, each handled by seventy thousand 
angels. 

(175) Ka'b di+, said that on the Day of Resurrection 
Hell will make a noise. On that, there will not remain a front 
rank angel and a Messenger without kneeling down and 
praying, "O Lord, my self, my self!"®> 

(176) Mughith ibn Sama ai a>, said, "The Hell makes a 

bubbling noise twice every day that everything, apart from 
the jinn and mankind, hears, all who will have to submit to 
reckoning. 

(177) Wahb ibn Munabbih 44+, said that the inmates o! 
Hell will be given garments to wear, though it would be better 
for them to be nude. They will be given life, though death 
would be better for them.® 

(178) Abdullah ibn Salaam® said that Paradise is in 
heaven while Hell is on earth.” 

(179) He also said----.. (the same 178 is repeated). 

(180) Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger “# 
said, “Of the inmates of Hell, the least punishment will be 
awarded to Abu Talib. He will have a pair of sandals on his 
feet whereby his brain will boil."® 

(181) Mujahid said, "Surely the lightest punishment to the 
inmates of Hell will be awarded to one who will be made to 
wear a pair of sandals and of thongs. His molar teeth wii 
burn, his ears will burn and the roots of his eyebrows will 
burn. The contents of his belly will come out of his feet. All of 

these will be like a few grains in boiling water."©? 
(182) Abu Hurayrah narrated: On the Day of Resurrec- 
tion, Hell will be brought, drawn by seventy thousand halters, 
each halter handled by seventy thousand angels. Yet it will tilt 
towards them till it is stopped on the right side of the Throne. 
That Day Allah will put disgrace on it. 
Then it will be inspired: What is this disgrace? It will 
plead: O Lord, I fear lest You become angry at me. Allah will 
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say: I made you a means of chastisement and I am not dis- 
pleased with you. Then it will blow in such a way that will 
leave no eye that will not shed a tear. It will blow once again 
leaving no front rank angel and no Prophet who does not 
swoon except the Prophet of mercy #. He will say, "My 
ummah, my ummah!" 

(183) Ibn Abbas said about Allah's words’ ihn g45 515 
GAS (29:54) that it is that very green ocean in which stars fall 
down after breaking, and the sun and moon will be rounded 
up in it. (Then it will be kindled.) Indeed, it will become 
Hell.7° 

(184) Qatadah said: Paradise is in all seven heavens and 
Hell is on all seven earths.74 

(185) Ya'la ibn Umayyah - narrated that Allah's Messen- 
ger & said, "The ocean is Hell." He then recited the verse 
(18:29) wgiat5-2 pg: bei 156.72 

(186) Abu Barzah Aslami’? said that the most strict 
verse about the inmates of Hell is: we ¥ .53i 5 515135545 (78:30). 
Hell, therefore, is a place of harsh torment every moment— 
always. Thus, if an inmate of Hell is placed in the east, then 
those in the west will die because of his extreme heat. And if 
he is placed in the west, those who are in the east will face 
death because of his bad 

Abu Barzah -# said that he was with the Prophet && 
when he recited this verse and said, "People perish because of 
disobedience of their Lord."74 


Someone asked Abu Barzah 4 about the moment most __ 


difficult for the inmates of Hell. He said: (3 53+ 245 ¢45 (35:37) 
They will shriek in Hell and call its keeper, Maalik. When 
they despair of him, they will appeal to their Lord and beg of 
him. They will call seven times by worldly standards. Then 
Allah will not say anything so they will have hopes of being 
taken out. Then when they lose hope, Allah will say (as 
23:108, see 168). - 
They will become blind, deaf and dumb, and more ugly. 
Then they will neither talk nor complain to anyone. 
(187) Hasan is reported to have said about V5 55 ed SLY 
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Ui, (78:30) that >, meant sleep. He also said that Jit} u> 4 
meant two drinks of Hell—hamim and ghassaqg. The narrator 
said that one hagab7° is eighty thousand years, every yea: 
made up of three hundred and sixty days, every day (as pe: 
the Qur'an) being of one thousand years as stated in the verse 
of surah al-Hajj (22:47) § 54s visas Wie SG) Ls wy 515. 

(188) Abu Imran Jawi’® said about zaqqum that the son of 


Aadam would not eat from once but the tree will tear him 
77 


up. 

(189) Dahhak said about ;1+ (69:36) that it is a thorny 
tree that the inmates of Hell will eat.78 

(190) Abdur Rahman ibn Yazid ibn Ja'iz7? aii w+, asked 
Yazid ibn Marthad Wiu-,, "Why do I never see your eyes 
dry?" He asked in turn why he asked and when he said that 
Allah might cause him to benefit, he said, "O my brother 
surely Allah has warned me that if I disobey Him, He will 
fling me into Hell. By Allah, if He had threatened to put me in 
a bath then too my eyes ought never to have been dry (of 
tears).8° 

(191) Maalik ibn Dinar at uur, reported that the woman 
who had Aamir ibn Abdullah as a guest asked, "What is 
wrong with people that they go to sleep while you do not 
sleep?" He said, "Hell prevents me from sleeping."*? 

(192) Abdur Rahman ibn Yazid ibn Jabir diary disclosed 
that he was on close terms with Ata Khurasani dh u-,.8? He 
used to spend the night in salah. When half or one-third of it 
was gone, he would call them, "O so-and-so! Get up. Perform 
ablution and offer salah. The vigil in the night, the fast during 
the day is better than having to drink puss and face the mace 
(of Hell). Hurry up!" Then he would continue his salah.89 

(193) Uthman ibn Abdul Hamid dia, reported that 
while fire engulfed the neighbourhood of Ghazwan®* and he 
tried to extinguish it, a spark of it landed on his finger. He 

said, "This worldly fire has hurt me. By Allah! Allah will not 
find me happy till He delivers me from the Fire of Hell."®° 

(194) Abul Jawza®® di, said about 6 ji si le gd 95 (51:13) 
that they would be punished in Hell. 
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(195) Bilal ibn Sa'd87 ais u-, reported that, on the Day of 
Resurrection, Hell will be called, "O Fire! Cool the heart! O 
Fire, burn down! O Fire, turn to ashes! O Fire, consume! But 
do not kill."88 

(196) Hasan wiu-, said, "O son of Aadam! Fight your soul 
because if you go to Hell then you will never be able to make 
amends."®? 

(197) Muhammad ibn Hassan wi 4.>, said that (on the Day 
of Resurrection) four calls will be made (in Hell), "Woe for 
name! Woe for fame! Woe for poverty! Woe for greed." These 
are crave for name and for self-honour, and against poverty 
and for greed. 

(198) Hasan ibn Hisn Fazari 4' 4») reported about an old 
man of Banu Fazarah that Khalid ibn Abdullah” gave orders 
that he should be given a hundred thousand dirhams but he 
did not accept that, saying, "Remembrance of Hell has taken 
away the sweetness of the world from my heart." When 
people slept, he got up and cried, "Oh! Hell, Hell!"94 

(199) Abu Hazim®? ii «+, said that when Hell is drawn 
near its inmates, it will be more inclined than Paradise to meet 
its inmates. 

(200) Ibn Ayshah aia, said, "When its inmates enter 
Hell, it will burn their faces and put the flesh of their cheeks 
on their feet. So they will shout and cry for a thousand years 
in a loud voice." 

(201) Hasan reported that someone told his brother that 
there would be guiding signs (the sirat) on its path. He asked, 
"How." He recited Allah's words (78:21) \3t2} dif «4+ §\—Surely 
Hell lurks in ambush. 

(202) Umar ibn Khattab narrated: Su »Wi ai cJs & a5 
3.3 £3 

(203) Yahya ibn Jazzar* ai 4+, said that the verse (25:13) 
li Ui igs 14i 1515 meant that the place would be narrower than 
the lower portion of a lance. 

(204) Qatadah ai-, said about this verse (25:13) that 
Abdullah ibn Umar -# explained, "Hell will be narrowed on 
the disbeliever in the same way as the iron on the lower 
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portion of a lance is narrowed on the lance."9° 


(205) Hasan explained Allah's words: wi} gw yidé 5! (25:65) 
that (gharama) ¢\,¢ is the punishment attached to the punished 
forever, never to be let off. The punishment that is relaxed is 
not aptoe 

(206) Nu'aym Nahwi said about the words of Allah: su 
s7Sh ih oi (79:34) that it is when they will be told to go 
towards Hell.97 

(207) Hisham ibn Urwah?® aur, explained this verse 
(79:34) that the command will supersede all preceding condi- 
tions. 
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would be taken to Hell. Mujahid said that it was when they would bx 
handed over to the keeper, Maalik. (Ruhul Ma'ani 30/61). 

. He was grandson of Zubayr ibn al-Awam. His kunyah was Abul Munzir 
Asadi Madani. He was a jurist. His uncle was Abdullah ibn Zubayr -¢ 
whom he met. He said that ibn Umar - stroked his head and prayed fo: 
him. He died in 146 A.H. (Al-Ibr 1/158, Taqrib 573). 
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THE CRYING OF 
THE INMATES OF HELL 


(208) Anas ibn Maalik «@ narrated: Allah's Messenger 8 
said, "The inmates of Hell will be made to cry. They will cry 
so much that they will exhaust their tears and shed blood so 
much that their faces will have deep signs like pits. Boats 
would sail if left on them."? 

(209) Yazid ar-Raqashi aii ss») narrated the like of it from 
Anas ibn Maalik . 

(210) Anas ibn Maalik # narrated that Allah's Messenger 
& said, "O People! Weep. If you cannot, then make as though ~ 
you weep, for the inmates of Hell will weep so much that 
there would be the likes of channels on their cheeks. They will _ 
have no tears from much weeping, so their eyes will be 
bloody. If boats are put there, they would sail thereon. red 

(211) Zayd ibn Rufay' reported in a marfu' form: When : 
the inmates enter Hell, they would weep for a long period. 
Then for a long time, they would shed tears of blood and pus. 
Then the keeper will say to them, "O wretched ones! You did 
not weep in the world where it would have been of use to” 
you. Do you find anyone today to whom you might com— 
plain? They will raise their voices and address the dwellers of 
Paradise their parents and their children complaining of their 
thirst and requesting them to let them have some water from ~ 
what Allah had given them. They will call in this way for forty 
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years after which they would be told 4S ,%i—Surely you 
shall tarry here. (43:77) Thus, they will lose all hope.? 

(212) Hammad ibn Khawwar wi a+, said that they would 
weep till they have no tears and begin to shed blood. They 
will have channels on their cheeks and the keeper will say, "O 
wretched ones, your weeping in the world would have been a 
productive treasure for you today." 

(213) Qatadah sii.) explained si 4-245 (9:82) as: laugh 
a little in the world and 25 1,3; weep much in the Fire of 
Hell.* 

(214) Abu Razin (Mas'ud ibn Maalik Asadi i u,) repor- 
ted that the verse (9:82) means: The world is ephemeral, so 
laugh as much as you like here. When it ends and you return 
to Allah then weep the never ending weeping.> 

(215) Some scholars reported that the Prophet & asked 
Jibril 35), "Why is it that I do not see Mika'il #5) laugh?" He 
said, "He has not laughed ever since Hell was created." 

(216) Abu Imran al-Jawi (Abdul Maalik ibn Habib) repor- 
ted that Jibril 88) came to the Prophet & weeping. He asked 
him why he wept, and he asked, "O Muhammad, do you not 
weep? Ever since Allah created Hell, my eyes has not dried (of 
tears) lest I commit a disobedience and be sent to Hell."® 

(217) Bakr ibn Muhammad di u-, reported having asked 
a contemporary of ibn Abu Layla,” whose kunyah was Abul 
Hasan, "Do angels laugh?" He said, "Ever since Hell was 

created, the angels under the Throne have not laughed."® 
(218) Muhammad ibn Munkadir? i as>) said: When Hell 
was created, the angels were much worried and they were in 
this condition till Aadam 35) was created when their worry 
was removed and they felt peaceful.?° 
(219) This is the same Hadith as 215, but narrated by Anas 
ibn Maalik #.14 
(220) Saalim ibn Abdullah?? aii 4+, reported a prayer of 
Prophet #, "O Allah! Bestow me with two flowing eyes that 
drop tears and give me peace from Your fear before tears 
become blood and molar teeth fire."14 
(221) Isma'il ibn Ubaydullah' 4: u-, said that Prophet 
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Dawud ¥é5 was much given to weeping. He would say, "Let 
me weep before the Day of weeping, before bones are burnt 
and jaws are put in flame, and the command is issued for me 
to be taken (to Hell). 4jp¥ & Slats physi U abi gy an Y Sits SoG 1G 
(66:6).15 

(222) Safwan ibn Muharriz ibn Ziyad al-Mazani al-Basuri 
(who had built an underground cell in which he wept) 
reported that Prophet Dawud %%\ had set apart a day to weep. 
He would pray: Oh, Allah's punishment! Oh, Allah's punish- 
ment— before (the Day) when there would be no wailing. 

When Safwan spoke that one day, he was overtaken by a 
bout of weeping so that he stood up weeping.!© 

(223) Wahb ibn Munabbih 4iu-, reported that Prophet 
Dawud #68) used to say, "O Allah! I cannot bear the heat of 
Your sun. How then will I stand the heat of Your Hell? O 
Allah, I cannot endure the flash of lightning, how then will I 
stand the sound of Your punishment." 

(224) Abu Mu'mar Awn ibn Abu Shaddad Ugayli al-Basri 
Ayres » reported that Allah's Prophet Dawud £5) would say, 
"Alas, the Fire that will catch the molar teeth and turn tears 
bloody. Alas!" 

(225) Ka'b alii a>) said about the verse (11:75) asi eae eaalzil bt 
that whenever Prophet Ibrahim 35 mentioned Hell, he 
would lament, "Alas, the Hell?" (The narrator) Ja'far raised his 
voice here.” 

(226) Sa'd ibn Abu Waqgas # had a freedman, Bukayr 
ibn Mismar «@, who would say: A man was heard saying, "O 
You Who will save from Hell! O You The Rescuer from Hell!" 
When this man came to the Prophet & in the morning, he said 
to him, "Last night you made an appeal. Your words made the 
angels weep."2® 

(227) Abu Bakr (the compiler) says: Some sermonisers 
narrated this Hadith and remarked, "O Listener, weep over 
your sins and ask Allah's help in the same words. Your wee- 
ping here will help you; but not in Hell. Do you know how 
the alcoholic, the arrogant, the backbiter, the bearer of false 
testimony and the sinners will be treated there!" 
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years after which they would be told 44% ,%i—Surely you 
shall tarry here. (43:77) Thus, they will lose all hope.? 

(212) Hammad ibn Khawwar ali a>) said that they would 
weep till they have no tears and begin to shed blood. They 
will have channels on their cheeks and the keeper will say, "O 
wretched ones, your weeping in the world would have been a 
productive treasure for you today." 

(213) Qatadah «li .-, explained sO 4-25 (9:82) as: laugh 
a little in the world and 135 \\S3; weep much in the Fire of 
Hell.4 

(214) Abu Razin (Mas'ud ibn Maalik Asadi ui u-,) repor- 
ted that the verse (9:82) means: The world is ephemeral, so 
laugh as much as you like here. When it ends and you return 
to Allah then weep the never ending weeping.> 

(215) Some scholars reported that the Prophet & asked 
Jibril %<8\, "Why is it that I do not see Mika'il #8) laugh?" He 
said, "He has not laughed ever since Hell was created." 

(216) Abu Imran al-Jawi (Abdul Maalik ibn Habib) repor- 
ted that Jibril %5) came to the Prophet & weeping. He asked 
him why he wept, and he asked, "O Muhammad, do you not 
weep? Ever since Allah created Hell, my eyes has not dried (of 
tears) lest I commit a disobedience and be sent to Hell."® 

(217) Bakr ibn Muhammad ii war, reported having asked 
a contemporary of ibn Abu Layla,” whose kunyah was Abul 
Hasan, "Do angels laugh?" He said, "Ever since Hell was 
created, the angels under the Throne have not laughed."® 

(218) Muhammad ibn Munkadir? ii n>, said: When Hell 
was created, the angels were much worried and they were in 
this condition till Aadam 5) was created when their worry 
was removed and they felt peaceful.1 

(219) This is the same Hadith as 215, but narrated by Anas 
ibn Maalik «e.14 

(220) Saalim ibn Abdullah?? ii 4, reported a prayer of 
Prophet #, "O Allah! Bestow me with two flowing eyes that 
drop tears and give me peace from Your fear before tears 
become blood and molar teeth fire."14 

(221) Isma'il ibn Ubaydullah" «i u-) said that Prophet 


Hell—A Descriptive Account 63 


Dawud 3&5) was much given to weeping. He would say, "Let 
me weep before the Day of weeping, before bones are burnt 
and jaws are put in flame, and the command is issued for me 
to be taken (to Hell). 33, & Sjhis papi G di sian Y Side Soe iL 
(66:6).2° 

(222) Safwan ibn Muharriz ibn Ziyad al-Mazani al-Basuri 
(who had built an underground cell in which he wept) 
reported that Prophet Dawud 2) had set apart a day to weep. 
He would pray: Oh, Allah's punishment! Oh, Allah's punish- 
ment— before (the Day) when there would be no wailing. 

When Safwan spoke that one day, he was overtaken by a 
bout of weeping so that he stood up weeping.2® 

(223) Wahb ibn Munabbih 4\u>, reported that Prophet 
Dawud %&) used to say, "O Allah! I cannot bear the heat of 
Your sun. How then will I stand the heat of Your Hell? O 
Allah, I cannot endure the flash of lightning, how then will I 
stand the sound of Your punishment." 

(224) Abu Mu'mar Awn ibn Abu Shaddad Ugayli al-Basri 
ali >) reported that Allah's Prophet Dawud #8) would say, 
"Alas, the Fire that will catch the molar teeth and turn tears 
bloody. Alas!" 

(225) Ka'b aii», said about the verse (11:75) any eae oly! Ot 
that whenever Prophet Ibrahim %%8\ mentioned Hell, he 
would lament, "Alas, the Hell?" (The narrator) Ja'far raised his 
voice here.?7 

(226) Sa'd ibn Abu Waqgas -@ had a freedman, Bukayr 
ibn Mismar +, who would say: A man was heard saying, "O 
You Who will save from Hell! O You The Rescuer from Hell!" 
When this man came to the Prophet & in the morning, he said 
to him, "Last night you made an appeal. Your words made the 
angels weep."18 

(227) Abu Bakr (the compiler) says: Some sermonisers 
narrated this Hadith and remarked, "O Listener, weep over 
your sins and ask Allah's help in the same words. Your wee- 
ping here will help you; but not in Hell. Do you know how 
the alcoholic, the arrogant, the backbiter, the bearer of false 
testimony and the sinners will be treated there!" 


® 
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years after which they would be told 33 .—Surely you 
shall tarry here. (43:77) Thus, they will lose all hope. 
(212) Hammad ibn Khawwar 4) «-, said that they would 
weep till they have no tears and begin to shed blood. They 
will have channels on their cheeks and the keeper will say, "O 
wretched ones, your weeping in the world would have been a 
productive treasure for you today.” 
(213) Qatadah ai a>, explained 3G S.2.8 (9:82) as: laugh 
a little in the world and 135 3S) weep much in the Fire of 
Hell.4 
(214) Abu Razin (Mas‘ud ibn Maalik Asadi li + ) repor- 
ted that the verse (9:82) means: The world is ephemeral, so 
laugh as much as you like here. When it ends and you return 
to Allah then weep the never ending weeping.> 
(215) Some scholars reported that the Prophet & asked 
Jibril 83, "Why is it that I do not see Mika'il *%£) laugh?" He 
said, "He has not laughed ever since Hell was created." 
(216) Abu Imran al-Jawi (Abdul Maalik ibn Habib) repor- 
ted that Jibril % came to the Prophet & weeping. He asked 
him why he wept, and he asked, "O Muhammad, do you not 
weep? Ever since Allah created Hell, my eyes has not dried (of 
tears) lest I commit a disobedience and be sent to Hell."® 
(217) Bakr ibn Muhammad allt ane, reported having asked 
a contemporary of ibn Abu Layla,” whose kunyah was Abul 
Hasan, "Do angels laugh?" He said, "Ever since Hell was 
created, the angels under the Throne have not laughed."® 
(218) Muhammad ibn Munkadir? ai .-, said: When Hell 
was created, the angels were much worried and they were in 
this condition till Aadam %4 was created when their worr) 
was removed and they felt peaceful.1° 

(219) This is the same Hadith as 215, but narrated by Anas 
ibn Maalik .17 

(220) Saalim ibn Abdullah? «hi», reported a prayer o! 
Prophet &, "O Allah! Bestow me with two flowing eyes that 
drop tears and give me peace from Your fear before tears 
become blood and molar teeth fire."14 

(221) Isma'il ibn Ubaydullah* ai u-, said that Prophet 
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Dawud *#! was much given to weeping. He would say, “Let 
me weep before the Day of weeping, before bones are burnt 
and jaws are put in flame, and the command is issued for me 
to be taken (to Hell). 45% © Sylaks papi & dy say J So So OL 
(66:6).15 

(222) Safwan ibn Muharriz ibn Ziyad al-Mazani al-Basuri 
(who had built an underground cell in which he wept) 
reported that Prophet Dawud 3&5 had set apart a day to weep. 
He would pray: Oh, Allah's punishment! Oh, Allah's punish- 
ment — before (the Day) when there would be no wailing. 

When Safwan spoke that one day, he was overtaken by a 
bout of weeping so that he stood up weeping.* 

(223) Wahb ibn Munabbih 4\u+, reported that Prophet 
Dawud 8) used to say, "O Allah! I cannot bear the heat of 
Your sun. How then will I stand the heat of Your Hell? O 
Allah, I cannot endure the flash of lightning, how then will I 
stand the sound of Your punishment." 

(224) Abu Mu'mar Awn ibn Abu Shaddad Ugayli al-Basri 
li 4», reported that Allah's Prophet Dawud #2) would say, 
"Alas, the Fire that will catch the molar teeth and turn tears 
bloody. Alas!" 

(225) Ka'b a a+, said about the verse (11:75) 815i ¢2 scaizi 51 
that whenever Prophet Ibrahim %5| mentioned Hell, he 
would lament, “Alas, the Hell?” (The narrator) Ja'far raised his 
voice here.17 

(226) Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas # had a freedman, Bukayr 
ibn Mismar 4, who would say: A man was heard saying, “O 
You Who will save from Hell! O You The Rescuer from Hell!" 
When this man came to the Prophet in the morning, he said 
to him, “Last night you made an appeal. Your words made the 
angels weep."28 

(227) Abu Bakr (the compiler) says: Some sermonisers 
narrated this Hadith and remarked, “O Listener, weep over 
your sins and ask Allah's help in the same words. Your wee- 
ping here will help you; but not in Hell. Do you know how 
the alcoholic, the arrogant, the backbiter, the bearer of false 
testimony and the sirmers will be treated there’ 
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The eavedropper, the disobedient, the devil's friend wil! 
have hot oil put in their ears and chains tied together with the 
devil and punished. The cheater in weights and measures wii! 
wail aloud. The punishment of one who committed suicide is 
undescribeable. He who ate the property of an orphan will eat 
the fire of Hell and be punished severely. The disobedient 
children will be in base strata of Hell. The one who neglected 
zakah will be worst off."29 

(228) Ibn Simak 4), reported that when Maalik will 
strike an inmate of Hell the first time, he will never find peace 
When he will strike him a second time and a third time, the 
first pain will not end. Neither will the first punishemnt end 
nor the third. 

(229) Shafi ibn Mati’ al-Asji 4) w-, reported that Allah's 
Messenger & said, "There will be four kinds of inmates o! 
Hell who will hurt the inmates though they already are in 
hardship. They will run between Hamim and Jahim and mak 
a lot of noise and call woe on themselves. The other inmates 

will wonder what is wrong with them and why they hurt 
them. The four kinds will be: (1) One who is locked in a box 
full of burning coal, (2) One who pulls his intestines, (3) On« 
from whose mouth blood and pus pours out, and (4) One who 
eats his own flesh. 

As for the first, he had died while he had property of 
other people in his possession which he did not return. The 
second did not prevent his urine sprinkling on his body and 
did not wash it afterwards. The third kind stooped towards 
every indecent and immoral thing and enjoyed it. The fourth 

was given to backbiting and tale-bearing and thus ‘ate flesh o! 
other people' (as it were).7° 

(230) Abu Wa'il Shagig ibn Salamah # reported that 
Usamah ibn Zayd # was asked, "Why do you not ride upt 
this man (Uthman ibn Affan) to command and forbid him’ 

He said, “I will not open that door, otherwise I will be the first 
one to do it. Know! From the time I have heard a Hadith from 
the Prophet &, I do not think that your rulers will be good 
after him. He had said, ‘He will be brought (on the Day o! 
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Resurrection) who was obeyed in disobedience to Allah. His 
subjects will quarrel with him and subdue him with their 
arguments. So, he will be thrown in Hell and his intestines 
will come out and he will move in Hell in circles like a donkey 
round the mill. Those who had obeyed him will come and will 
ask him why he was facing that consequence and he will say 
that he did not observe what he had commanded and did 
what he had forbidden them to do'."74 

(231) Abdullah # said in explanation of: ijvewi3 jo) ui i5 
(2:24) that the stone will be sulphur which Allah created at His 
will. 

(232) Amr ibn Maymun reported a similar Hadith from 
Abdullah #s.?3 

(233) Fadl ibn Abbas Kindi «iia, (who was an abdal of his 
times and whose face bore the mark of tears and who kept fast 
everyday, taking the evening meal to break his fast with just 
one bread) narrated: Prophet Eesa 4 once passed by a 
mountain that was between two rivers, one each on its right 
and left. But he could not trace the source of water and its 
destination. So he asked the mountain about it and it said, 
"The river at my right are tears of my right eye and the one at 
my left of my left eye." When he asked for the reason, the 
mountain said, “I fear lest my Lord make me fuel for Hell.” 
Prophet Eesa %&\ said, "I will pray to Allah to give me this 
mountain." So, he prayed and was given the mountain. He 
told the mountain that it was given to him. There came forth 
with a rush of water that took Prophet Eesa #53 along. He 
exclaimed, “By Allah's Might! Stop!" So it stopped and he 
asked, "Why after I got you from my Lord, did this happen?" 
The mountain said, "The first weeping was out of fear while 
this is out of gratitude." 

(234) Abu Musa Saffar i) w, asked ibn Abbas #, “What 
sadagah is most excellent?" He said, "I had asked the Prophet 
& the same question and he had said, "To give water is the 
best sadagah. When the inmates of Hell complain, they will say 
the same thing: 4) .95j, u2;th 5. ce 1,25) [Pour on us some water, 
or of what Allah has provided you (in food).']"> (7:50) 
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The eavedropper, the disobedient, the devil's friend will 
have hot oil put in their ears and chains tied together with the 
devil and punished. The cheater in weights and measures will 
wail aloud. The punishment of one who committed suicide is 
undescribeable. He who ate the property of an orphan will eat 
the fire of Hell and be punished severely. The disobedient 
children will be in base strata of Hell. The one who neglected 
zakah will be worst off."19 

(228) Ibn Simak adi ar, reported that when Maalik will 
strike an inmate of Hell the first time, he will never find peace 
When he will strike him a second time and a third time, the 
first pain will not end. Neither will the first punishemnt end 
nor the third. 

(229) Shafi ibn Mati! al-Asji iw, reported that Allah's 
Messenger & said, "There will be four kinds of inmates of 
Hell who will hurt the inmates though they already are in 
hardship. They will run between Hamim and Jahim and make 
a lot of noise and call woe on themselves. The other inmates 

will wonder what is wrong with them and why they hurt 
them. The four kinds will be: (1) One who is locked in a box 
full of burning coal, (2) One who pulls his intestines, (3) One 
from whose mouth blood and pus pours out, and (4) One who 
eats his own flesh. 

As for the first, he had died while he had property of 
other people in his possession which he did not return. The 
second did not prevent his urine sprinkling on his body and 
did not wash it afterwards. The third kind stooped towards 
every indecent and immoral thing and enjoyed it. The fourth 
was given to backbiting and tale-bearing and thus ‘ate flesh of 
other people’ (as it were).7° 

(230) Abu Wa'il Shagiq ibn Salamah ¢& reported that 
Usamah ibn Zayd # was asked, "Why do you not ride upto 
this man (Uthman ibn Affan) to command and forbid him? 

He said, "I will not open that door, otherwise I will be the first 
one to do it. Know! From the time I have heard a Hadith from 
the Prophet , I do not think that your rulers will be good 
after him. He had said, 'He will be brought (on the Day of 
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Resurrection) who was obeyed in disobedience to Allah. His 
subjects will quarrel with him and subdue him with their 
arguments. So, he will be thrown in Hell and his intestines 
will come out and he will move in Hell in circles like a donkey 
round the mill. Those who had obeyed him will come and will 
ask him why he was facing that consequence and he will say 
that he did not observe what he had commanded and did 
what he had forbidden them to do'."”4 

(231) Abdullah said in explanation of: Bjleedly pull 05555 
(2:24) that the stone will be sulphur which Allah created at His 
will.74 

(232) Amr ibn Maymun reported a similar Hadith from 
Abdullah .?3 

(233) Fadl ibn Abbas Kindi wiu+, (who was an abdal of his 
times and whose face bore the mark of tears and who kept fast 
everyday, taking the evening meal to break his fast with just 
one bread) narrated: Prophet Eesa 8 once passed by a 
mountain that was between two rivers, one each on its right 
and left. But he could not trace the source of water and its 
destination. So he asked the mountain about it and it said, 
"The river at my right are tears of my right eye and the one at 
my left of my left eye." When he asked for the reason, the 
mountain said, "I fear lest my Lord make me fuel for Hell.” 
Prophet Eesa **&) said, "I will pray to Allah to give me this 
mountain." So, he prayed and was given the mountain. He 
told the mountain that it was given to him. There came forth 
with a rush of water that took Prophet Eesa $65 along. He 
exclaimed, "By Allah's Might! Stop!" So it stopped and he 
asked, "Why after I got you from my Lord, did this happen?” 
The mountain said, "The first weeping was out of fear while 
this is out of gratitude."** 

(234) Abu Musa Saffar «iu», asked ibn Abbas 4s, "What 
sadagqah is most excellent?" He said, "I had asked the Prophet 
& the same question and he had said, 'To give water is the 
best sadaqah. When the inmates of Hell complain, they will say 
the same thing: “hs oS555 Us PUN So Wale 1p ti [Pour on us some water, 
or of what Allah has provided you (in food).'}"2> (7:50) 
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(235) Ibn Abbas -@ explained this verse (7:50) that a man 
will call out to his brother to help him because he is burnt 
Allah will say: 348i Jé ugs}> dh $1 [Surely Allah has forbidden 
both (the things) to the disbelievers.]° (7:50) 

(236) Sa'eed ibn Jubayr «li u-, also reported the like of it 
from ibn Abbas «¢».27 

(237) Dahhak ibn Mazahim iu, (the exegete) said about 
1355 4 ol Geet 35-55 (19:86) that »), meant 'thirsty'—We will 
drive the guilty to Hell (while they are) thirsty. 

(238) Mujahid explained the same verse (19:86) that as 
they are driven their necks will lean to one side because of 
severe thirst.78 

(239) Ka'b said: Surely Allah will look at His slave on the 
Day of Resurrection with anger and say, "Seize him!" More 
than a hundred thousand angels will seize him by his fore- 
locks and feet and pull him by his mouth to Hell. Because of 
their anger, emanating from Allah's wrath, Hell too will be 
seventy times more angry. When he complains of thirst, he 
will be given a drink whereby his shoulder blade will give in 

with the flesh of muscle and he will be thrown in Hell, where 
destruction is his lot. 

Abdullah said that he was told in Madinah that the 
inmate of Hell will ask when the command 'Seize him' is 
given, "Do you not show mercy to me?" The angels will say, 
"If the Most Merciful did not show mercy to you, how do we 
be merciful to you?"2? 

(240) Abul Mughirah Nadr ibn Isma'il ibn Hazim al-Bajali 
(d. 182 A.H.) explained the words ‘Seize him'. When this 
command is given, whatever he touches, he will break and he 
will ask, "Do you not show mercy to me?" The angel will say, 
"How do I show you mercy when the Most Merciful has not 

been merciful to you?" 

(242) Dahhak explained the verse (70:16) y+ i#$ that the 
fire will peel off skin and flesh from the bones.*” 

(243) Yazid Raqashi*! reported that on the Day of Re- 
surrection a caller will proclaim: O Obedient Fire! Pick up 
your inmates. So a neck will emerge from Hell and mark its 
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inmates with a black sign on their faces. Again, the crier will 
proclaim: 6} A) qi pjdi1)$u15 [And separate yourselves this day, 
O you the guilty ones!] (36:59) 

Then they will dislike each other and say, "This is the 
consequence of your deeds." A crier will proclaim: 


OS Seah sits FLD ge Shale page Org TLE 
[Enter the gates of Hell to abide therein; so evil is the 
abode of the arrogant] (40:76) 


They will be flung head down into Hell. The boiling 
water Hamim will burn everything in their bellies. 

Then (having recounted this) Yazid fell down uncon- 
scious. 1 

(244) Sharik defined 3-2; (22:2) as ‘whatever is in the belly 
will burn out’. 

(245) Hasan said that everytime the fire consumes them, a 
command will be given, “Restore to your first condition." The 
fire will consume them seventy times every day. 

(246) Mujahid said that $135 means a flame of fire and jus 
(55:35) copper that is melted and poured over their heads. _ 

(247) Makhul A a>, said, "On the Day of Resurrection, 
people will make rounds. A man will meet his brother 
ask him how he is, and he will say, 'I am well. Allah has 
me hope (of pardon)'. When another asks his brother, he 
say, 'I am in a bad condition. My family blamed me and I hav 
perished because of my sins." ~ 

(248)Ka'b said, "On the Day of Resurrection, Hell will be 
held so that it will be the back of fat. The feet of the e 
will burn on it. A crier will procalim, 'Take your people 
let alone mine’. Hell recognises its people better than a mother 
does her children. Then they will be pushed and thrown in 
Hell. The Believers will be saved. Their garments will be wet 
then."99 — 

(249) Abu Iman al-Jawi reported that Abul Jald asked 
him, “How will it be with you when the heaven will rain fire — 
and earth will raise flames from below footsteps?" He said J 
"Indeed, that day will be very heavy." id 
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(235) Ibn Abbas -@ explained this verse (7:50) that a man 
will call out to his brother to help him because he is burnt. 
Allah will say: 3d le ugs> a $1 [Surely Allah has forbidden 
both (the things) to the disbelievers.]?° (7:50) 

(236) Sa'eed ibn Jubayr ali >, also reported the like of it 
from ibn Abbas -.27 

(237) Dahhak ibn Mazahim wi, (the exegete) said about 
1539 4 Sl! Gee nahi 33-35 (19:86) that ), meant 'thirsty'—We will 
drive the guilty to Hell (while they are) thirsty. 

(238) Mujahid explained the same verse (19:86) that as 
they are driven their necks will lean to one side because of 
severe thirst.78 

(239) Ka'b said: Surely Allah will look at His slave on the 
Day of Resurrection with anger and say, "Seize him!" More 
than a hundred thousand angels will seize him by his fore- 

locks and feet and pull him by his mouth to Hell. Because of 
their anger, emanating from Allah's wrath, Hell too will be 
seventy times more angry. When he complains of thirst, he 
will be given a drink whereby his shoulder blade will give in 
with the flesh of muscle and he will be thrown in Hell, where 
destruction is his lot. 

Abdullah said that he was told in Madinah that the 
inmate of Hell will ask when the command 'Seize him' is 
given, "Do you not show mercy to me?" The angels will say, 
"If the Most Merciful did not show mercy to you, how do we 
be merciful to you?"2? 

(240) Abul Mughirah Nadr ibn Isma'il ibn Hazim al-Bajali 
(d. 182 A.H.) explained the words 'Seize him'. When this 
command is given, whatever he touches, he will break and he 
will ask, "Do you not show mercy to me?" The angel will say, 

"How do I show you mercy when the Most Merciful has not 
been merciful to you?" 

(242) Dahhak explained the verse (70:16) «is that the 
fire will peel off skin and flesh from the bones.” 

(243) Yazid Ragashi*4 reported that on the Day of Re- 
surrection a caller will proclaim: O Obedient Fire! Pick up 
your inmates. So a neck will emerge from Hell and mark its 
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inmates with a black sign on their faces. Again, the crier will 
proclaim: 4} xh gi pidi 1515 [And separate yourselves this day, 
O you the guilty ones!] (36:59) 

Then they will dislike each other and say, "This is the 
consequence of your deeds." A crier will proclaim: 

ok Sith is Lie cial cae cui 
[Enter the gates of Hell to abide therein; so evil is the 
abode of the arrogant.] (40:76) 


They will be flung head down into Hell. The boiling 
water Hamim will burn everything in their bellies. 

Then (having recounted this) Yazid fell down uncon- 
scious. 

(244) Sharik defined %; (22:2) as ‘whatever is in the belly 
will burn out’. 

(245) Hasan said that everytime the fire consumes them, a 
command will be given, "Restore to your first condition." The 
fire will consume them seventy times every day. 

(246) Mujahid said that 51,5 means a flame of fire and pu 
(55:35) copper that is melted and poured over their heads. 

(247) Makhul i 4», said, "On the Day of Resurrection, 
people will make rounds. A man will meet his brother and 
ask him how he is, and he will say, 'I am well. Allah has given 
me hope (of pardon)'. When another asks his brother, he will 
say, 'I am in a bad condition. My family blamed me and I have 
perished because of my sins." 

(248)Ka'b said, "On the Day of Resurrection, Hell will be 
held so that it will be the back of fat. The feet of the creatures 
will burn on it. A crier will procalim, 'Take your people and 
let alone mine'. Hell recognises its people better than a mother 
does her children. Then they will be pushed and thrown in 
Hell. The Believers will be saved. Their garments will be wet 

then."93 

(249) Abu Iman al-Jawi reported that Abul Jald asked 
him, "How will it be with you when the heaven will rain fire 
and earth will raise flames from below footsteps?" He said, 


"Indeed, that day will be very heavy." 
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(235) Ibn Abbas «@ explained this verse (7:50) that a man 
will call out to his brother to help him because he is burnt. 
Allah will say: $i .f¢ ugly i $1 [Surely Allah has forbidden 
both (the things) to the disbelievers.]?® (7:50) 

(236) Sa'eed ibn Jubayr i u-, also reported the like of it 
from ibn Abbas -.27 

(237) Dahhak ibn Mazahim ia, (the exegete) said about 
Ey) “e re) See posi 33-35 (19:86) that »,, meant 'thirsty'—We will 
drive the guilty to Hell (while they are) thirsty. 

(238) Mujahid explained the same verse (19:86) that as 
they are driven their necks will lean to one side because of 


severe thirst.78 
(239) Ka'b said: Surely Allah will look at His slave on the 


Day of Resurrection with anger and say, "Seize him!" More 
than a hundred thousand angels will seize him by his fore- 
locks and feet and pull him by his mouth to Hell. Because of 
their anger, emanating from Allah's wrath, Hell too will be 
seventy times more angry. When he complains of thirst, he 
will be given a drink whereby his shoulder blade will give in 
with the flesh of muscle and he will be thrown in Hell, where 
destruction is his lot. 

Abdullah said that he was told in Madinah that the 
inmate of Hell will ask when the command 'Seize him' is 
given, "Do you not show mercy to me?" The angels will say, 
"If the Most Merciful did not show mercy to you, how do we 
be merciful to you?"2? 

(240) Abul Mughirah Nadr ibn Isma'il ibn Hazim al-Bajali 
(d. 182 A.H.) explained the words 'Seize him'. When this 
command is given, whatever he touches, he will break and he 
will ask, "Do you not show mercy to me?" The angel will say, 
"How do I show you mercy when the Most Merciful has not 

been merciful to you?" 

(242) Dahhak explained the verse (70:16) «4 i#%} that the 
fire will peel off skin and flesh from the bones.*” 

(243) Yazid Raqashi* reported that on the Day of Re- 
surrection a caller will proclaim: O Obedient Fire! Pick up 
your inmates. So a neck will emerge from Hell and mark its 
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inmates with a black sign on their faces. Again, the crier will 
proclaim: 4} +h igi psi 1y5e5 [And separate yourselves this day, 
O you the guilty ones!] (36:59) 

Then they will dislike each other and say, "This is the 
consequence of your deeds." A crier will proclaim: 

OG Seth ps iD Gale age Cg Tye 
[Enter the gates of Hell to abide therein; so evil is the 
abode of the arrogant.] (40:76) 


They will be flung head down into Hell. The boiling 
water Hamim will burn everything in their bellies. 

Then (having recounted this) Yazid fell down uncon- 
scious. 

(244) Sharik defined %4i (22:2) as 'whatever is in the belly 
will burn out’. 

(245) Hasan said that everytime the fire consumes them, a 
command will be given, "Restore to your first condition." The 
fire will consume them seventy times every day. 

(246) Mujahid said that $155 means a flame of fire and uu 
(55:35) copper that is melted and poured over their heads. 

(247) Makhul «i u», said, "On the Day of Resurrection, 
people will make rounds. A man will meet his brother and 
ask him how he is, and he will say, 'I am well. Allah has given 
me hope (of pardon)'. When another asks his brother, he will 
say, 'I am in a bad condition. My family blamed me and I have 
perished because of my sins." 

(248)Ka'b said, "On the Day of Resurrection, Hell will be 
held so that it will be the back of fat. The feet of the creatures 
will burn on it. A crier will procalim, 'Take your people and 

let alone mine'. Hell recognises its people better than a mother 
does her children. Then they will be pushed and thrown in 
Hell. The Believers will be saved. Their garments will be wet 
then."33 
(249) Abu Iman al-Jawi reported that Abul Jald asked 
him, "How will it be with you when the heaven will rain fire 
and earth will raise flames from below footsteps?" He said, 


"Indeed, that day will be very heavy." 
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He said, "That day the screen will be removed from th 
people and their deeds will be presented to them. Some of 
them will be happy with their deeds while some will regret 
Then Abul Jald wept very much so that he was overcome by 
weeping. 

(250) Hasan explained the verse (40:18) © lai 31 ji py 25.) 
Gab »-toli cd saying, "By Allah! This Day their intellect will be 
stunned and their hearts will be perplexed when the angels 
will be commanded to take them towards Hell. They will say 
to each other: 


Spars cleds jo gs 
[Have we any intercessors that they may intercede for 
us?] (7:53) 

They will be told: 
DRO RRC oe > - 
Of Mas gk 3 nem Cy2 Creole 

[The evildoers will (then) have no friend, nor any 
intercessor to be obeyed.] (40:18) 


(251) Muhammad ibn Ka'b al-Qarzi reported that the 
inmates of Hell will complain to the keepers. Allah says: 


Olli 55 Bis Le ltd SS 8 ge BH Ud ah Ju 
[And those in the Fire will say to the keepers of Hell, 


"Pray to your Lord that He may lighten for us a day of 
chastisement."] (40:49) 


They will answer: 

oh re ae a39.5 96 Ns 79t.e) les 2>Piss > » 3 4 Ae ater 
ASN ES wg SUSE ei coy S14) pS SG i 
opie re JI 
["Did not your Messengers come to you with clear 
proofs?" They will say, "Yea." They will say, "Then pray 
themselves." And the praying of the disbelievers is but in 

error.] (40:50) 


When they will dispair, they will call Maalik: 
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[O Keeper! Let your Lord make an end of us.] (43:77) 


He will not respond for eighty years, the year is of 360 
days and a day (according to the Qur'an) like a thousand 
years. Maalik will then say to them that they must tarry ,5' 
59S. 

Losing all hope, they will console each other that they 
must show patience perhaps they would gain something 
thereby, as those in the world persevered in obedience to 
Allah. They will exercise patience for a long period at the end 
of which they will become impatient and argue: 

Opens fe Wie Ui pit 4 le BY 
[Alike it is for us whether we bewail or endure patiently, 
there is no place of escape for us.] (14:21) 


Iblis will get up and say: 

A Sale J IS Vy pSctlod SLE 55 Gai 125 pS Ie5 ahh G1 
Ui Ue Sesh TAs Cae I I aereatd SUES 81 hl 

SB 5 gS GG S38 Boje pats pti eho pat 
[Surely Allah promised you a promise of truth; and I 
promised you, then failed you. And I had no authority 
over you except that I called you, and you answered me. 
So reproach me not, but reproach yourselves. I cannot 


help you nor can you help me. Surely I deny your asso- 
ciating me with Allah aforetime.] (14:22) 


The inmates of Hell will then accurse themselves. They 
will be told: 


(i 0558S ath A jets <b gt dn a 
Of AIF DEY Us8 gh ry oh Ea 
Als SHI Vals ag COGS fy gas 65 AN God 151 SE gS 

3 7S “ahi 
[Certainly Allah's hatred (of you) was greater than your 


hatred to yourselves (now) — when you were called to the 
faith and you disbelieved. They will say, “Our Lord, 
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twice have You made us die, and twice have You given 
us life. Now we confess our sins. Is there a way out of 
(this)? "That is because when Allah alone was called 
upon, you disbelieved, but when someone was associa- 
ted with Him, you believed. So judgement belongs to 
Allah, the High, the Great."] (40:10-12) 


This will be the first call. They will call a second time: 


-? Joos 


OG pS UI ESLS fans ihe Uta Uti L ) 
[Our Lord! We have seen and heard, so send us back, we 
will do righteous deeds, surely we are (now) convinced .] 
(32:12) 


They will get this answer: 
OWE nl is Yes J 
[And had We willed, We could have certainly given 
every soul its guidance.] (32:13) 


Lesh osematl tty St So pie GLY oe Stl 5S 
06 hats GS Vay heels ie 15855 5 SOL UI ie Su oN gs 
[----but the word from Me has proved true—that I shall 
certainly fill Hell with the jinn and mankind, all together. 
So taste now because you forgot the meeting of this day 
of yours; surely We have forgotten you and taste the 
abiding chastisement for what you used to do.] (32:13-14) 


Then, they will call a third time: 
Si Sn 6255 OSN95 SF (SI SS 3f atadi TH 5h ly 
i; ofiey oS 25 et! uh GE SS oe opntil Tyabb 
Olt kin $5 gh ISG 51S 815 hj a Sh gh S155 
["But did you not swear aforetime that there would be no 
decline for you. And you dwelt in the dwelling places of 
those who wronged themselves, and it became clear to 
you how We dealt with them, and how We struck 


similitudes for you." And they had indeed devised their 
devising and their devising is with Allah, though their 
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devising were one whereby the mountains should be 
moved. ] (14:44-46) 
They will call a fourth time: 
Hib iS od pb ie ass te 2114} 
["Our Lord! Take us out, we will do righteous deeds, 
other than what we used to do."] (35:37) 


They will be told: 
GreeMB UGB GAD Gi 983 ISL Gs ah Ses 6S 58 


O pai 

[What, did We not grant you a long life enough for one 

to be admonished who would be admonished? And there 

came to you the warner. So taste (the fruits of your 
deeds), because for the evildoers there is no helper.] 

(35:37) 


NN eee 


Then, after a period of time, they will be told: 


32 Le 


05 ISI yg pele 1 oan 55 oh 


[Were not My revelations recited to you, but you used to 


belie them.] (23:105) 


They will think that their Lord will have mercy on them, 


" a * 


and say: 


ee , Pa 


6+-e 4 ae) Ot ay Pane Pes ae 
UY ULE GU Gr le i Wj of dla ugisy yn ctu, 


og yle 


[Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, and we were 


71 


4 


Lbs 


7 


o 


an erring people. Our Lord! Take us out of it; then if we ts a 3 


revert, we shall be evildoers, indeed.] (23:106-107) 
But, they will be told: 


og pls % t oe | 
[Slink you into it, and speak not to Me.] (23:108) 


Then they will despair and be dejected. They will shout 


| at each other. 


Azhar ibn Abul Azhar narrated this Hadith saying that he 


"OB 


4) 
ae | 
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was told that this verse meant the same thing: 85495 4 jib Yo 
633d ¢é! (77:35-36) 
| (252) Abdul Aziz ibn Abu Rawwad iu, reported 
having learnt that when Allah, The Glorious, will say to the 
inmates of Hell: yi ¥5 4314-41 (23:108), their faces will 
become mere pieces of flesh without mouth and nostrils. Their 
| | I breath will pulsate in their bellies having no means of exha- 
Bile ling. 
(253) Abu Imran al-Jawi reported: At whatever Allah 
| looks, He has mercy. If He looked at the inmates of Hell, He 
would surely have mercy on them. But, He has already 
te decided not to look at them.*4 
Tt | (254) Abu Salih Dhhakwan as-Siman az-Ziyat said about 
| e+: & 4 abi (2:15) that the inmates of Hell will be told while 
th they are there, "Go out", and the gates will be opened. They 
| will rush towards the gates. The Believers will be there 
outside watching them from their perches. When they are at 
the gates, they will find them shut. This is the meaning of the 
verse (2:15) and this is what this verse says: jus j 134) all piu 
5 Saj (83:34-36) 

(255) Qatadah explained this verse (83:34-36) that Ka'b 
said: There will be between Paradise and Hell ventilators. 
When a Believer would like to look at one of his worldly ene- 
mies, he would look through a ventilator. Allah says else- 
where. (37:55) goal eT (ii eb. When he peeps, he will see 
their skulls and brains boiling.*° 

(256) Abdur Rahim i+, reported having heard from his 
father who heard from their freedman that when Mansur ibn 
Mu'tamar®° died, his mother wailed, "Alas! The one killed by 
Hell! Fear of Hell alone killed my son."37 

(257) Abu Sa'eed Khudri # narrated that the Prophet &# 
said, "Death will be brought on the Day of Resurrection as a 
black and white ram. The dwellers of Paradise will be add- 
ressed and they will stretch their necks to observe. They will 
| be asked, "Do you recognise this?" They will affirm, "It is 
(| death." Then a command will be given to slaughter it, and it 

will be slaughtered. It will be proclaimed thereafter, "O people 


— 
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of Paraidse! Abide forever. There is no death." And, also, "O 
people of Hell! Abide for ever. There is no death." Allah's 
Messenger 4 then recited: ¥ 45 aib (3 oh5 29) ab 51 oad) o's Aji 
5344 (19:39), and he pointed towards the world.*8 

(258) Abu Hurayrah 4 narrated that the Prophet & said, 
"Every inmate of Paradise will look at his place in Hell and 
say by way of gratitude, "If Allah had not guided me (then | 
would have been there)." And, every inmate of Hell will see 
his place in Paradise and that will arouse regret in him.?? 

(259) Abu Salih «i+, also narrated a Hadith similar to it 
without naming Abu Hurayrah 4%. (The Hadith is thus mursal 
because he was a tabi'i.) 

(260) Musa ibn Abu Ayshah?9 aii.) gave an explanation 
of the verse (39:24): qulai i34 4+ 4 {Si saying, "Their hands and 
feet will be fettered. They will try to avert punishment with 
their face."44 

(261) Abu Salih Dhakwan az-Ziyat, as-Siman explained 
the word 333% in (14:49) as ¢«% meaning, 'they would be 
bound'.42 

(262) Hasan explained the verse (4:56): ¢gJ5; asjlt dani ule 
7s 154¢ saying, "The fire of Hell will consume them everyday 
seventy thousand times. When it has consumed them, they 
will be commanded to reform and they will return to their 
original state."49 
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all dor > 


re ot weal >>: 
gis yale ali de: 


aathar. 
abdal: 


ahadith: 
ahlus Suffah: 
ashabus Suffah: 


athar: 
azan: 
badal: 
fard: 
hadith: 


hafiz: 


hajjatul wada': 
hijri, hijrah: 


iblis: 
iftar: 
khalifah: 


khilafat: 
khulafa': 


GLOSSARY 


may Allah's mercy be on him. | 
may Allah be pleased with biga/her/ thew. 
may blessing of Allah be on him, an ( 


peace. 
plural of athar. 


substitutes. There are always in every era 
forty abdal, a new one replacing anyone of 
them who dies. The number never dimini- 
shes. They are righteous people whom 
none but Allah can identify. 

plural of Hadith. 

same as ashabus suffah. 

a group of poor people whom the Prophet 
& had lodged in Masjid Nabawi, devoted 
to learning Islam and the Prophet's & life. 
saying or act of a sahabi. 

call to salah (in prescribed words), 

singular of abdal. 

absolute obligation/ obligatory, 

ihe act or tacit approval of the Prophet 


one who has memorised the 
Hadith). 

the Prophet's & farewell pilgrimage. 
migration of the Prophet & to Madinah, 
the beginning of the Muslim calendar, 
name of the devil (satan), 


poe in the evening at sunset to break the 
ast. 


caliph. 
caliphate. 
plural of Khalifah, 


Qur'an (or 


ahadith: 
ahlus Suffah: 
ashabus Suffah: 


athar: 
azan: 
badal: 
fard: 
hadith: 


hafiz: 


hajjatul wada'; 
hijri, hijrah: 
iblis: 

iftar: 

khalifah: 


khilafat: 
khulafa': 


GLOSSARY 


may Allah's mercy be on him. 

may Allah be pleased with him/her/ them. 
may blessing of Allah be on him, and (His) 
peace. 

plural of athar. 

substitutes. There are always in every era 
forty abdal, a new one replacing anyone of 
them who dies. The number never dimini- 
shes. They are righteous people whom 
none but Allah can identify. 

plural of Hadith. 

same as ashabus suffah. 

a group of poor people whom the Prophet 
&% had lodged in Masjid Nabawi, devoted 
to learning Islam and the Prophet's # life. 
saying or act of a sahabi. 

call to salah (in prescribed words). 

singular of abdal. 

absolute obligation/ obligatory. 

Phas act or tacit approval of the Prophet 


one who has memorised the Qur'an (or 
Hadith). 

the Prophet's & farewell pilgrimage. 
migration of the Prophet & to Madinah, 
the beginning of the Muslim calendar. 
name of the devil (satan). 


meal in the evening at sunset to break the 
fast. 


caliph. 
caliphate. 
plural of khalifah. 
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kunyah: epithet, agnomen, a name prefixed with 
Abu (for men) or Umm (for women). 
Maalik: the chief keeper (angel) of Hell. 
marfu': a Hadith narrated directly from the Prophet 
&% by a sahabi @. 
mi'raj: Prophet's & accension to heaven. 
mursal: a Hadith narrated by a tabi'i rather than a 
sahabi. 
nafl: supererogatory. 
sahabah: plural of sahabi. 
sahabi: a companion of the Prophet &. 
sahni: predawn meal before fasting. 
salah: regular prayer: obligatory or fard is pres- 
cribed five times a day, nafl or superero- 
gatory is offered at the worshipper option 
or at specified occasions like Tahajjud or 
eclipse or prayer for rain, etc. 
sayyidah: title of respect for women. 
sayyidina: title of respect for men. 
shaytan: satan, the devil. 
sufi: a saint, an ascetic. 
sunnah: the Prophet's & practice. 
tabi't: a successor of the sahabah, second genera- 
tion. 
tabi'un: plural of tabi'i. 
Tahajjud: optional salah late in the night. 
wajib: obligatory. 
zabaniyah: angels guarding and look aftér Hell and its 
inmates, keepers of Hell. 
zakah: prescribed charity payable by the rich to 
the poor. 
zaqqum: a tree in Hell that will be fed to its inmates. 
zindiqg: infidel, athiest, one who pretends to be a 
Muslim but is a disbeliever. 
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kunyah: epithet, agnomen, a name prefixed with 
Abu (for men) or Umm (for women). 
Maalik: the chief keeper (angel) of Hell. 
marfu': a Hadith narrated directly from the Prophet 
&% by a sahabi 2%. 
mi'raj: Prophet's 8 accension to heaven. 
mursal: a Hadith narrated by a tabi'i rather than a 
sahabt. 
nafl: supererogatory. 
sahabah: plural of sahabi. 
sahabi: a companion of the Prophet &. 
sahri: predawn meal before fasting. 
salah: regular prayer: obligatory or fard is pres- 
cribed five times a day, nafl or superero- 
gatory is offered at the worshipper option 
or at specified occasions like Tahajjud or 
eclipse or prayer for rain, etc. 
sayyidah: title of respect for women. 
sayyidina: title of respect for men. 
shaytan: satan, the devil. 
sufi: a saint, an ascetic. 
sunnah: the Prophet's & practice. 
tabi'i: a successor of the sahabah, second genera- 
tion. 
tabi'un: plural of tabi'i. 
Tahajjud: optional salah late in the night. 
wajib: obligatory. 
zabaniyah: angels guarding and look aftér Hell and its 
inmates, keepers of Hell. 
zakah; prescribed charity payable by the rich to 
the poor. 
zaqqum: a tree in Hell that will be fed to its inmates. 
zindiq: infidel, athiest, one who pretends to be a 
Muslim but is a disbeliever. 
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This book Hell is compiled by Ibn Abu 
ad-Dunya, a great authority on Ahadith. 
He has collected nearly two hundred and 
sixty two Ahadith describing Hell, the 
chastisement to its inmates, its mountains, 
valleys, weapons, animals and food and 
drink. He has drawn a vivid picture of the 
plight and regret of the inmates through 
Ahadith and apt quotations from the 
Quran. Though Hell is a place no one 
would like to go to yet only the pious 
perform deeds that will save them from 
going there. This is why the Prophet 
in a Hadith narrated in this book says: 
HELL IS CREATED AS A MERCY, FOR 
ALLAH INJECTS ITS FEAR IN HIS 
CREATURES THAT THEY MIGHT 
REFRAIN FROM BAD DEEDS. 


